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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 
THE STANDING JOINT COMMITTEE responsible for the 
Standard Method of Measurement is offering prizes 
to students of quantity surveying for a thesis on the 
subject of the Fourth Edition. The first prize is 
£100. 
THE EXHIBITION of L.C.C. housing designs now on 
view at the County Hall is reviewed by Mr. E. G. 
Adams, A.R.I.B.A. 


Fiats on the Spa Green Estate, Finsbury, which are 
the first dwellings built in London to incorporate 
the Gaichey system of refuse disposal, are described 
and illustrated. 


THE COMPLETION is announced of four more exper!- 
mental houses at Abbots Langley. It is intended 
to use them for an investigation of warm-air heat- 
ing in association with open planning. 


A SCHEME for the redevelopment of West Ham has 
been prepared by Mr. Thomas E. North, F.R.1.B.A., 
the Borough Architect. It divides the borough into 
16 neighbourhood units, each with its own schools, 

playing fields, etc. 599 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN has asked the U.S. Congress to 
set up in the U.S. Pacific Northwest area a natural 
resources programme similar to that of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 


THE METROPOLITAN WATER BoarD has announced 
reductions in the rates charged for water for build- 
ing purposes. 


THE CENTRAL LAND BoarD has announced that the 
“near ripe ” concession is to be extended to builders 
who were building before the war but who had no 
pre-war development on which to base a “ near- 
ripe” ration. 
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598 
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ARRANGEMENTS are now being made for a visit to 
the U.S.A. of a team from the building industry 
and allied professions. The visit will be under the 
auspices of the Anglo-American Council on 





Productivity. 605 
HOMES FOR THE AGED 
HE National Assistance Act which came into 


operation on July 5, 1948, has been an important 
factor behind a new edition of the handbook 
“ Old People’s Welfare,” first published by the National 
Old People’s Welfare Committee in 1946, under a new 
title, “Age is Opportunity.”’* It embodies one 
chapter, together with further information, on the 
operation and effect of the Act, which places the respon- 
sibility for the provision of “ residential accommoda- 
tion” for persons in various categories on county 
councils and county borough councils, as a general rule, 
with powers given to minor bodies, in common with 
those mentioned, to make contributions to the funds 
of voluntary organisations whose activities consist in 
or include the provision of recreation or meals for old 
people. 
*“ Age is Opportunity,” by the National Council of Social Service. 
26, Bedford-square, London, W.C.1, March, 1949 8vo. Price 2s, 6d. 





602 . 


THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 
“ ARCHITECTURE ” and. “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


Amang the many activities dealt with in this hand- 
book those demanding building accommodation are of 
primary interest to our readers, but before dealing .with 
these in detail it is desirable to review what has been 
done in recent years towards meeting the demands of 
the aged by voluntary organisations such as_ the 
Catholic and Anglican Sisterhoods and by the Salvation 
Army, whose first Eventide Home was opened in 1910, 
which bodies together were responsible for 85 per 
cent. of such accommodation in 1944. During the 
war the Friends Relief Service opened homes under the 
auspices of the M.O.H., but most of these Quaker homes 
were closed subsequently. In 1941 arrangements were 
made for the opening of permanent residential homes 
with Government aid, but the setting up of small homes 
for the elderly is still regarded as pioneer work in an 
experimental stage, and a matter for co-operation 
between the M.O.H. and voluntary bodies. 

Housing associations have been recognised under 
various Acts of Parliament since 1919. They now 
operate under the Act of 1936, and are subject to 
numerous financial and other regulations under this . 
and the 1948 Act. These have been carefully studied 
and dealt with by the National Council of Social 
Service, with their purpose and implications given at 
some length in the handbook under review. 

The accommodation demanded by the elderly, in 
distinction from that for the people in general, may be 
classified under three main headings, residential homes, 
separate dwellings and clubs. We can take them in 
this order as the first named came earliest into the 
field and were in almost all cases provided by the adap- 
tation of large houses, which could be secured at.a low 
price, owing to changes in local conditions, and were 
capable of transformation in a manner appropriate to 
the housing of old people either with individual homes 
or with a boarding-house plan with public rooms and 
bedrooms. In an example at Reading each large 
room is utilised as a bed-sittingroom and equipped with 
a “kitchen unit,” which is enclosed with doors giving 
it the appearance of a large wardrobe; baths and 
lavatories are, however, communal. The other type 
given is at Liverpool, where a pair of large houses 
have, by subdivision, provided‘ over 30 bedrooms on 
the two upper floors, while the dining-rooms, lounges, 
recreation rooms, etc., occupy the ground floor and 
basement. This block is controlled by a warden and 
run as a hostel; central heating is desirable in such a 
case. . 

One of these types will be the solution in many cases 
where old people’s homes are in demand, and con- 
siderable technical skill, both sociological and architec- 
tural, must be exercised in the selection and adapta- 
tion of premises for the intended purpose; both 
location and structural condition are important factors, 
as well as the suitability of the plan for adaptation to 
the type in demand. The demands of economy will 
leave few cases in which new building for this purpose 
will be a solution of the problem, this being normally 
reserved for individual homes specially designed. 

Passing on to these, it is now regarded as standard 
practice to include a proportion of one-room homes, 
with kitchen and bath-room, in all housing schemes, as 
well as in a few other cases suggested by special condi- 
tions. These should normally be at ground-floor level, 
though some on the first floor may be admissible. The 
point of including the homes for the elderly in the: 
general housing is that many would desire to remain ' 
near their friends and connections and retain ‘social con-' 
tacts with them; but this does not entirely meet the 
situation as the mode of lifé suited to the old does not | 
satisfactorily fit in with thosé in full occupation, and 
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this divergence brings in the complementary feature of 
special clubs aimed at organising the activities suited to 
the interests and capacities of those no longer able to 


engage in regular work. 


The provision of such clubs and the occupational 
interests they can foster is most naturally a feature of 
the handbook “ Age is Opportunity” which includes 
suggestions very wide in their scope so as to meet the 
many varied types of mental and physical capacity they 
Where it has been found possible to 
provide club premises which are open every day they 
have been much used and appreciated, but even those 
that can only meet once or twice a week have a definite 
Some of the hostels previously mentioned can 
include a club but those demanding their own premises 


aim to cater for. 


value. 
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can-form part of a community centre or a housing 
scheme. The position is important as the club must be 
within easy reach of the homes of those for whom it is 


intended. There must be adequate heating arrangements 


meals. 


a club. 


A chapter in the book is devoted to the light handi- 
crafts that can be carried out in clubs providing suit- 
able premises for them as these are very popular with 
both men and women having time on their hands. Toy 
making and that of household sundries are within the 
scope of most and the variety of possibilities for the 
exercise of skill and ingenuity are almost infinite, making 
a pleasant and useful addition to the usual amenities of 


and facilities for providing light refreshments, if not full 





NOTES anp NEWS 


London Still Grows! 


Att attempts hitherto made to control 

the growth of London have failed, 
and it now seems that the latest attempt, 
the County of London Plan, is also 
failing. The author of an article on the 
subject in a contemporary, to which 
reference is made elsewhere in this 
issue, states that already the population 
of Greater London exceeds the Aber- 
crombie. target by 700,000, and even 
under. a system of strict controls, the 
prospect is “an increase of population 
equivalent to at least 100,000 persons 
per annum.” If this estimate is correct; 
and nothing is done to stop the process 
of expansion, it needs little imagination 
to envisage the complete urbanisation, 
in course of time, of the greater part of 
the South of England. No Government 
can afford to allow this to happen, no 
matter. what the apparent economic ad- 
vantages. may. be. Obvious counter- 
measures are to speed up the building of 
the New Towns, which are virtually at 
a standstill, and still tighter to control 
factory extensions. Much could also be 
done ‘by publicity, and here the London 
County Council could be helpful. If 
industrialists were made aware of the 
disaster for which we appear to be head- 
ing. they might be less. eager to expand 
in the London area. The problem is a 
national one. and it should be tackled 
promptly by the Government. 


University Town. 

Our first visit to Cambridge since the 
war coincided with a brilliant May day, 
and rarely has this University town 
looked more attractive. So many people 
have argued the relative merits of the 
two ancient universities that it would 
serve no useful purpose to embark upon 
the subject here; nevertheless, it always 
comes aS an unceasing wonder to us that 
Cambridge has so miraculously managed 
to preserve its country town atmosphere 
in the face of so much “ mental urbani- 
sation,” for it should not be forgotten 
that Cambridge has become the home of 
the sciences, and the Cavendish Labora- 
tory responsible for some pretty awe- 
inspiring discoveries . connected with 
modern warfare. Yet the Market Place 
still retains its country character, the 
“ Backs” grow more beautiful with time, 
and the. wistaria continues to grow in 
Trinity Quadrangle. ’ 

Cambridge, in fact, remains much as it 
was, but we missed the personalities of 
the bygone age, the ~ self-confessed 
aesthetes, and the hearties or bloods, with 
their expensive cars, dogs, and general 
air of what we have heard described as 
blood-sport breeding. Perhaps it is a 
good loss, perhaps not; in their place 
now exists. a race ‘of intense undergradu- 
ates, many ex-Servicemen, some married, 
and almost all intent upon making short 


work of the University course and get- 
ting out into the world. But Cambridge 
stands, and as an example of collegiate 
building it is, perhaps, unequalled in the 
whole world. Like other beautiful Univer- 
sity towns, it would seem to stand for 
the cause of the humanities in a troubled 
world. . 


Painting the Lily. 

REGARDING the question of the colour 
of telephone kiosks, the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning, in a recent cir- 
cular to local authorities, states that as 
telephone kiosks provide a public utility 
service throughout the country a uniform 
colour, so far as possible, is desirable 
“in order that residents and travellers 
might readily recognise them.” It has 
been decided, therefore, that the distinc- 
tive “ Post Office Red” be the standard 
colour for urban and rural kiosks. “ Con- 
siderations of exceptional beauty or 
architectural interests may justify spe- 
cial treatment,” adds the circular, “and 
in such cases the Post Office will be pre- 
pared to provide kiosks in the alterna- 
tive colouring of dark battleship gre 
with the glazing bars of the door | 
the sides painted in ‘ Post Office Red.’ ” 

Splendid! but what of our other street 
furniture? If, in the name of beauty 
and architectural interest telephone 
kiosks are to be painted grey, why not 
pillar-boxes? The same question may be 
asked in respect of pedestrian beacons, 
street lamp standards and traffic lights. 
And what of the humble sand-bin? Can 
that not be accorded a more gay garb 
than its present dull sheen? 

Our policemen, too, for they are as 
much a part of the English street scene 
as telephone kiosks. Could not they be 
persuaded to don coats of soft Lincoln 
green, or would our rural Roberts appear 
less arresting in Norfolk jackets and 
corduroy trews? 

We learn that this circular results from 
discussions between representatives of the 
Ministry, the General Post Office, the 
Royal Fine Art Commission, and the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England. Where, one may ask, was the 
British Colour Council? Perhaps the 
Admiralty should have been consulted, 
too, in view of the proposed use of battle- 
ship grey. 

Surely, at the present time, there are 
more urgent matters in which the Min- 
istry and these other bodies might more 
profitably engage? 


Estate Layouts. 


ONE matter to which the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning should turn 
its active attention is the layout of the 
small housing estates now being built 
in the provinces. The results so far 
achieved in this direction by some local 
authorities are the very last word in dull 
dreariness. At the side of the railway 
line between London and Birmingham is 
a first-class example of how not to do 


it—row after row of new houses, each 
identical with and equidistant from its 
neighbours and all facing the same direc- 
tion. They could not have been more 
accurately regimented on the site had 
they been dressed on a compass bearing. 
It is clear that not a single spark of 
imagination was exercised in the layout 
of this estate, and what overseas visitors 
thought of this example of our efforts 
at town and country planning as they 
journeyed from London to the British In- 
dustries Fair at Castle Bromwich in the 
past fortnight is better left unmentioned. 
Here is a problem the Ministry and local 
amenity Councils should go to work on, 
not by talking around a table, but by 
Visiting sites suggesting the most advan- 
tageous layouts and ensuring that a little 
trouble is taken. 


A New Kind of Exhibition. 

“HAMPSTEAD SEEN ”’ is the title given 
to a new kind of exhibition organised 
by the Hampstead Artists’ Council, to be 
opened on May 28 at Studio House, 
1, Hampstead Hill-gardens, by the 
Mayor of Hampstead, Mr. Oswald P. 
Milne, F.R.I.B.A. As well as contem- 
porary paintings of Hampstead by 
their members, a_ special section will 
show the possibilities and latent beauties 
of Hampstead rendered by artists, archi- 
tects and photographers. Eleven sites 
have been selected ranging from Holly 
Mount, the Vale of Health, the Fair and 
Swiss Cottage, to Hampstead Heath 
Station and an industrial site in Lithos- 
road. 

Each site will be commented upon by 
an architect, planner or designer, either 
by plans, drawings or criticism: two 
artists allotted to each site will paint it 
from their individual viewpoints. Some 
historic pictures of Hampstead will also 
be shown. 

The whole exhibition is the work of 
local residents who are _ professional 
artists, architects or photographers, and 
will remain open for four weeks. 
Among the exhibitors will be Walter 
Segal, F.. H. K. Henrion, Erno Gold- 
finger, Frank Clark, Fred Uhlman, Step- 
hen Bone, Mary Adshead, James Hol- 
land, Bill Brandt and Lee Miller. 

The Hampstead Artists’ Council was 
started during the war, and has 300 
members, all resident in the borough. 


Thesis Competition for Surveyors. 

Tue Standing Joint Committee respon- 
sible for the Standard Method of 
Measurement, Peurth Edition, offers, to 
students.of quantity surveying, prizes to 
a value not exceeding £250 for the sub- 
mission of a thesis. on the subject of the 
Fourth Edition. The first prize is £100; 
second, £50; and third, £25. 

Further prizes will be awarded at the 
option of the committee according to the 
number and merit of the entries. 

The age of competitors is not to exceed 
23 years, excluding any period of National 
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L.C.C. HOUSING DESIGNS 


An Exhibition 
Reviewed by E. G. 


"THE present exhibition arranged in the 

Conference Hall at the County Hall 
is the result of outspoken criticism in 
broadcasts afd in the technical and 
national Press, of the London County 
Council flats now being erected as part 
of the post-war housing programme. 
These criticisms, initiated by Mr. J. M. 
Richards, have led the Council to put on 
exhibition a collection of working draw- 
ings, models and photographs including 
some of the schemes which have parti- 
cularly aroused the scorn of certain sec- 
tions of architectural opinion. The Coun- 
cil are anxious that architects should visit 
the exhibition and decide for themselves 
the fairness of the highly critical remarks 

about these designs. The remarks 
have been directed more especially against 
the- lack of refinement and aesthetic 
quality in the schemes. 


It would be true to say that most muni- 
cipal housing in this country has in the 
past shown .a preference for following 
well-established and unadventurous 
means of architectural expression. 
is to a large extent understandable in 
view of the need for dwellings that are 
economical in construction and mainte- 
nance. Before the war the Council had 
developed a tradition of its own, in brick 
construction and inspired by the Georgian 
style. The pre war blocks were generally 
planned in courtyard layouts. Much of 
this housing was unestentatious, straight- 
forward and in its way pleasant enough. 
Two bays of the present exhibition are 
devoted to what are termed “transi- 
tional” types and amongst these the Din- 
mont Estate, Bethnal Green, illustrates a 
quiet but effective Georgian manner, the 
fenestration consisting both of plain sash 
windows and tall, slender, projecting bays. 
The archway through a block, a favourite 
device, is handled successfully in this 
design. 


Tradition and the Steel-frame. 


The traditional expression of these 
buildings might be criticised as unsuitable 
for multi-storey modern flats, very likely 
framed in steel or concrete. The confined 
courtyard layouts, often rendered un- 
attractive by areas of tarmac without even 
a solitary tree, lose the intimacy associ- 
ated with two- or three-storeyed tradi- 
tional examples, and become badly-lit 
and oppressive. On a_ smaller scale, 


‘where it is congruous with historical pre- ' 


cedent, the Georgian character.may seem 
more at home. For example, in this ex- 

hibition there are photographs of houses 

on the coftage estate at Loughton in a 

‘pleasant simple traditional brick construc- 

oe of the success of which there is no 
loubt. 


In their more recent schemes the Coun- 
cil have departed from the sash window 
and courtyard planning, whilst at the 
Same time adopting new methods of con- 
struction. The results are not very nappy. 
To replace the courtyard by parallel 
blocks of considerable length is a dubious 
‘step. In this category, the Minerva-street 
blocks at Bethnal Green have been fairly 
cfiticised for their resemblance to “con- 
crete barracks.” With grass and planting 
the’ spaces between, the blocks might be 
made very attractive but these intermin- 
‘able elevations present an unrelieved cliff 
of ‘concrete in which one window type ‘is 
‘repeated many times. These’ flats were 
built with’ a form of monolithic’ concrete 


This’ 


at County Hall 
ADAMS, A.R.LB.A. 


construction enabling the omission of 
beams and columns. Such a method of 
construction probably required for sake 
of economy the repetition of a simple 
unit but the unit might have been treated 
with much more imagination and re- 
source. 


In evolving their schemes the L.C.C. 
architects are admittedly confronted with 
most stringent conditions, as well as the 
limitation of this post-war period, leaving 
no opportunity for anything of doubtful 
performance. Economy in lifts and stair- 
cases has led to the almost invariable 
adoption of ‘the balcony access plan, and 
this itself is a great handicap as there are 
few ways of enlivening the appearance of 
tier upon tier of access balconies. A 
greater use of maisonettes, reducing the 
balconies required, and a reduction in the 
length of the blocks would both help to 
solve this problem. 


The attacks on the housing have been 
directed chiefly against its appearance. 
The plans shown in the exhibition, minor 
criticisms excepted, seem well thought- 
out. The use of type-plans, however, 
must make it difficult to escape from a 
stereotyped elevational character and 
must inhibit any new ideas of architec- 
tural expression. As explained at County 
Hall, pre-war plan types had to be used 
for the schemes commenced immediately 
after the war. The planning standards 
for these “transitional” flats are below 
those of the post-war schemes but were 
improved in 1945 by better equipment, 
services and the provision of lifts in five- 
storey blocks. Type plans are, no doubt, 
necessary where one housing authority 
undertakes such a_ tremendous pro- 
gramme of building. The size of the pro- 
gramme and the necessity for speed in 
coping with it may themselves be con- 
siderable factors towards the dullness of 
much of the architecture. The large staff 
involved must tend to lose sight of the 
flesh-and-blood human beings who are to 
occupy these immense blocks and of the 
individual problems of every corner of 
every site. There may be in this a strong 
argument for extending the practice of 
giving out work to private firms of archi- 
tects who, in dealing with smaller sites 
and parts of sites, would each bring a 
fresh outlook to bear on the limitations 
and snags of the programme. Long 
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acquaintance with these problems may in- 
duce complacency as well as promote 
competency. 


Work by Private Architects. 

A bay of this exhibition is given over 
to the work carried out by private archi- 
tects for the Council. It is a mixed col- 
lection and not all of a high standard, by 
by its variety shows the value of “ farming 
out ” in this way. The schemes in this bay 
include T. P. Bennett and Son’s flats at 
Hillside Estate, Hackney, planned on a 
large semi-circular layout. The fenestra- 
tion has been wisely repeated without 
contrast because the imposing sweep of 
the massive curve of the block is itself 
stimulating, but this scheme also reveals 
how the large block of flats is so easily 
inclined to lose its domesticity and be- 
come too monumental. 

Much of the work executed since the 
war by private architects, not for the 
Council but for the metropolitan 
boroughs, has been illustrated at various 
times in the technical Press, and has dis- 
played a lively and vigorous approach. 
It has attempted to couple economical 
plans with an architectural appearance 
that will definitely contribute something 
to the London heritage, even if erring at 
times towards the too emphatic. 

Of the post-war schemes exhibited here, 
the general character of pre-war flats has 
been retained to the extent of traditional 
brick construction, tiled pitched roofs and 
incorporation of fireplaces in the living 
rooms. A scheme for Kingswood-drive, 
Camberwell, has an elevation confused by 
different shapes and sizes of windows and 
tall, narrow staircase windows that intro- 
duce a discordant element. By contrast 
with the more pedestrian schemes, where 
the great lengths of access balconies and 
the confused and untidy elevations have 
little to recommend them, there are 
several schemes which are much more 
pleasing, such as the western portion of 
the Hilldrop Estate, which is a five-storey 
block with an attractive simple elevation 
with standard metal windows, the central 
windows emphasised by flower boxes and 
the flanking balconies grouped together. 
The layout of this estate is a refreshing 
departure from the more orthodox 
examples. It comprises blocks running 
both east-west and north-south and forms 
three rectangular spaces of varying sizes. 
There are large areas of grass, probably 
sufficiently extensive to resist wear and 
tear, and a children’s playground is sited 
in the middle of the biggest rectangular 
space. This layout looks as though it 
would prove, when realised in bricks and 
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mortar, to be an interesting group of 
buildings to’ walk around. 

Standing out by virtue of its different 
character amongst the post-war examples 
is the drawing for Blocks 40-48 on the 
Woodberry Down Estate. It appears to 
be a design rather than a working draw- 
ing, and unfortunately no plans accom- 
pany it. Low-pitched roof, light-coloured 
brick and vertical stripes to the balcony 
fronts all have a graceful and more 
human air than many of the more con- 
ventional blocks. The access balconies 
are lightened by breaking their lengths 
at intervals with panels of railings. Pre- 
sumably this block has passed the tests 
of durable materials and economical plan- 
ning. It does show a lighter and more 
imaginative touch, and if it is a success 
in practical execution it is to be hoped 
that it may have repercussions on sub- 
sequent work. 


Building in the Green Belt. ‘ 

As well as on the score of aesthetic 
sterility in its blocks of flats, the Council 
has been criticised for building its estates 
in the Green Belt outside the County area, 
in contravention of the Greater London 
Plan. In point of fact although that Plan 
has as its main object the termination of 
suburban sprawl and the decentralisation 
of population from the central areas out 
into the new towns beyond the Green 
Belt. at the same time it specifically makes 
provision for the building of ‘“ quasi- 
satellites” within the Green Belt to take 
125,000 people to meet the immediate 
need of the post-war housing operations 
of the London County Council and the 
County Borough of Croydon. 

The Plan states that these estates will 
be of a dormitory nature with their in- 
habitants travelling daily to their employ- 
ment and that the only justification for 
their development is the emergency of 
post-war conditions. Two bays of the 
exhibition contain details of these “* quasi- 
satellite” cottage estates. Perhaps the 
most interesting is the Harold Hill Estate 
at Romford in Essex, illustrated by a very 
good model. This estate covers an area 
of nearly 1,400 acres and will provide 
7,000 cottages and 600 three-storey flats. 
It is in fact the size of a small town. The 
site is bisected by a meandering brook, 
access to which has been retained by 
green strips and by the public park in the 
centre. Elevations and sections of the 
east shopping centre are shown and their 
design is very satisfying. By repetition 
of well-proportioned windows the eleva- 
tion has breadth and character. The same 
may be said of the Chingford shopping 
centre of which there are photographs of 
the completed buildings. The architec- 
ture is plain and dignified with a classical 
quality, though perhaps a trifle too 
“municipal.” Several other shopping 
centres are included such as the model of 
that on the Debden Estate, Loughton, 
with a single-pitch copper roof. Archi- 
tecturally the shops in this exhibition 
seem to be much more successful than 
any of the flats. 

Other estate layouts include the Deb- 
den Estate which will grow around a tree- 
lined main street and which shows the 
retention of existing houses and parks; 
one such is Loughton Hall which takes 
its place in the proposals as a community 
centre. This layout includes an industrial 
area which by providing local employ- 
ment may mitigate the otherwise suburban 
nature of the estate. The housing areas 
are well laid-out with a free use of culs- 
de-sac and closes to provide quiet green 
patches between the houses. Photographs 
of completed housing at Loughton show 
concern for the architectural treatment of 
the corners at road junctions by single- 
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storey linking features, and for the reten- 
tion of existing trees. School sites are 
integrated into the overall plan, and 
adequate shopping centres provided. 


The Exhibition a Wise Move. 


The London County Council have met 
the challenge of their critics willingly and 
openly by staging this public exhibition 
Whatever faults may be found with the 
aesthetic quality of some of their work, 
it must be said in their defence that the 
architectural staff ‘have worked very hard 
in overcoming many difficulties, and their 
achievements can be seen from the im- 
pressive “completion dates” listed at the 
exhibition. The exhibition itself is not 
well arranged, and the visitor comes up 
against photographs, models and piles of 
working drawings ranging from drainage 
plans to full-size details with very little 
explanation. A map of the County show- 
ing the location of the many different 
sites would have been useful as a pre- 
liminary. The photographs of completed 
work give a better picture of the buildings 
than the working drawing elevations, 
some of which are not improved by garish 
renderings. However, members of the pro- 
fession, for whom this exhibition is really 
intended, will no doubt be able to see 
past obstacles of this sort and to give the 
County Council the benefit of their care- 
ful criticisms. 

** The exhibition remains open at the Con- 
ference Hall, the County Hall, 8.E.1, until 
May 19, daily 10-5 (except Saturday and Sunday 


next). 
THE COUNTY OF 
LONDON PLAN 
What is Happening ? 
From a Correspondent. 


¥ wat has happened to the County 

of London Plan?” is a question 
which is often heard nowadays. Aileen 
Tatton*Brown, who has been trying to 
find the answer, records the results of her 
investigations in a Progress Report which 
appears in the May issue of “ The Archi- 
tectural Review.” Declarations have 
recently been made on behalf of the 
L.C.C. to the effect that the Plan, which 
was always to be the subject of modi- 
fication in practice, is still the basis on 
which the Council is working, but the 
exact state of affairs appears to be known 
only to the Council and its officials. 
Redevelopment, decentralisation and dis- 
persal were the main principles of the 
Plan. Some progress appears to have 
been made on the lines of the first prin- 
ciple, but little, if any, on the second and 
third. 

First of all as to Population. “The 
population of the L.C.C. area to-day,” 
writes Mrs. Tatton-Brown, “is approxi- 
mately 34 million—the target set by Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie. But the popula- 
tion of the Greater London Area has 
almost reached the pre-war total. It is 
10,269,000 as opposed to 10,329,000 in 
1938. In other words, the population of 
Greater London as a whole now exceeds 
Abercrombie’s target by 700,000.” The 
attempt to control the growth of London 
seems to have failed. The chief explana- 
tion appears to be that, although the 
erection of new factories in the Greater 
London Area has been, since 1945, very 
strictly controlled, no control is exercised 
over extensions of less than 5,000 sq. ft., 
and “ it is not impossible that steady pro- 
gress is being made in some parts of 
London at the rate of 4,999 sq. ft. a 
year’; and “it seems reasonable to sup- 
pose that steps taken to-day, under a sys- 
tem of very strict controls, will ultimately 
result in an increase of population equi- 
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valent to at least 100,000 persons per 
annum. . . . Great efforts are certainly 
being made to conceal the true facts.” 


With regard to Open Spaces, again 
no real progress seems to have been 
made, for although in the years since the 
Report was written plans have been made 
to acquire 300 acres of open space at a 
cost of £3,000,000, 200 acres having 
already beenacquired,three redevelopment 
schemes—those at Roehampton, Camp- 
den Hill and MHurlingham—will, if 
carried out, swallow up about 330 acres 
of private pen space. 

As to the Replanning of London's 
main road system, it seems that little, if 
anything, is being done; “the annual 
allocation of labour and materials for the 
construction of new roads is actually nil, 
Government policy as laid down in the 
White Paper being that public works of 
this kind should be reserved ~ 
of unemployment and used to offset the 
effects of an economic slump.” 


Regrouping “a Dead Issue.” 


The regrouping of communities, on 
which so much emphasis was laid in the 
L.C.C. report, is said to be, for the time 
being, “a dead issue. The only chance 
of going ahead is in the reconstruction 
areas. Plans for four have been drawn 
up and submitted to the Ministry. Of 
these two, ‘Stepney—Poplar and the City. 
have been approved, but procedure is 
slow.” As to densities, it is pointed out 
that on published figures of some of the 
new L.C.C. estates “the two post-war 
(B. Ring) estates with the lowest overall 
density have a slightly higher density 
than the highest recommended in the 
L.C.C. Report.” 

“Looking at the working of the Town 


‘and Country Planning Acts from out- 


side,” writes the author, “one gets the 
impression that planning is too much con- 
cerned with high and far off things while 
opportunities of achieving tangible 
results on a more modest scale are being 
overlooked. For instance, the bulk of 
London’s new housing is being built in 
central areas, whereas long-term plan- 
ning policy requires decentralisation. 
Thousands of war-damaged factories 
have been rebuilt in dispersal areas. New 
housing estates are without industry 
because the L.C.C. won't take the type of 
industry that is building for export, while 
the Board of Trade won't approve indus- 
tries of the semi-domestic type. Com- 
muting is increasing. Open spaces are 
being built on in central London at high 
densities, while astonishingly low densi- 
ties are being worked to in outer areas 
where open space abounds. Then there 
is that romantic wilderness, the City of 
London. .. . At a time when new towns 
are held up? because we cannot afford the 
extra cost of new roads and services, can 
we afford to have the most valuable land 
in England, fully equipped with sewers, 
roads and services, growing giant willow- 
herb while city offices occupy houses 
during an acute housing shortage? It 
sounds better politically, of course, to 
say houses first, but it does not really 
make sense. And the financial implica- 
tions are staggering. Finally, there are 
all those projects which are held up 
because nothing can be settled until 
everything has been settled. A modifi- 
cation of policy here is certainly within 
reach. . . . If the standards set by the 
London plan reports cannot be realised. 
because the building of London’s new 
towns has had to be abandoned in all 
but name, then it would be more satis- 
factory, as well as more honest, to pub- 
lish the facts and set about adapting 
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machinery and revising targets in the 
light of what is now known to be pos- 
sible. 

The foregoing is no more than a sum- 
mary, in the form of extracts, of this in- 
dictment of the LC.C. on the subject of 
the County of London Plan. It calls for, 
and will no doubt receive, an answer. 
Some of the factors involved are clearly 
beyond the control of the L.C.C.; others 
are not, though in criticising the Council 
allowance must made for the 
thousand-and-one practical‘ difficulties 
with which it must be constantly faced. 
We feel, however, that the Council 
should Keep the public informed of the 
general situation, and suggest that at 
regular, say, half-yearly, intervals simpli- 
fied copies of the Plan should be issued 
for publication in the Press, showing the 
extent to which it is being implemented 
and disregarded. 

On one point there seems to be ground 
for serious alarm. Many attempts have 
been made to control the growth of Lon- 
don and all have failed. Is the latest 
attempt also to fail? If the estimate of 
a steady increase in population of 
100,000 per annum is correct, must we 
reconcile ourselves to the complete 
urbanisation of the Home Counties? The 
thought is appalling. The matter is one 
with which no local authority, however 
competent, can be expected to cope. It 
must be dealt with by the Government. 


Building Permission Refused. 

The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has refused permission to the 
Thorndon Development Company to 
carry out a scheme for building houses 
on some 3,000 acres in the Thorndon Park 
Estate in Essex. The main reason for 
his refusal is that the proposed develop- 
ment would have meant a serious en- 
croachment on London’s green belt in a 
part where it has already been badly 
interrupted by building at Romford, 
Hornchurch, Upminster and Brentwood. 
Large scale development at Thorndon 
Park would also have served to defeat 
one of the purposes of building a new 
town at Basildon. 


Detail of Inner Ward of Castle, showing loss of architectural 
features. 
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CONWAY{CASTLE AND 
MEDIEVAL TOWN WALLS 
A Ministry of Works Report 


[HE fabric of Conway Castle and the 

Town Walls is undergoing a 
general though slow process of dis- 
integration, a process which, except in 
one or two minor respects, no serious 
attempts have been made to arrest 
probably throughout their long history 
of nearly 700 years. As a result of this 
neglect their condition is such that a 
comprehensive scheme of preservation 
should be formulated and put into effect 
without further delay. 

This conclusion is contained in a Re- 
port by the Ministry of Works on the 
results of a detailed examination carried 
out by the Ministry’s Ancient Monu- 
ments staff, with the agreement of the 
Corporation of Conway. 

The full extent of the work necessary 
to preserve these ruins—“the finest 
examples of. their kind in Europe ”— 
may best be realised, says the Report, if 
expressed in terms of manpower, based 
on the Ministry’s experience of preser- 
vation work on Ancient Monuments, It 
is estimated that the treatment of 
approximately 35,000 square yards of 
Castle walls, and the waterproofing of 
the wall-tops will occupy 12 men for 18 
or 20 years. The preservation of the 
Town Walls will occupy a similar num- 
ber of men for 15 or 16 years. 

The Report has been sent to the Cor- 
poration. A summary of its contents is 
given below:— 


Condition of the Castle. 

Although no serious fractures or 
bulges are to be seen, there are defects 
in certain parts of the walls which, if 
not attended to, must eventually have 
serious consequences. These defects 
occur on the exterior faces at places where 
the rock on which the walls were built 
has scaled off and left the wall base 
without adequate foundation. The chief 
cause of this is percolation of water 
through the wall over many years. Up 
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to the pment the collapse of only sec- 
tions of the facing stones has resulted, 
But the damage is gradual and progres- 
sive, and, if allowed to remain, a sudden 
and major fall may at any time occur. 

The wali-tops, to which no waterproof- 
ing treatment appears to have been given, 
are mostly overgrown with ivy and other 
vegetation. Large portions of the para- 
pets have disappeared and the masonry 
remaining is mostly loose and crumbling. 
It is evident that damp has penetrated 
deeply into the core of the walls; and 
this, together with vegetation roots, has 
destroyed the virtue of much of the 
mortar. 

Decay is also visible in numerous 
places where the dressings have dis- 
appeared from window and door open- 
ings, leaving the core exposed. At many 
places there is evidence that facing 
stones have fallen recently. Unless 
treated; this disintegration will continue. 

General neglect has resulted in the loss 
of much carved detail work such as. 
traceried windows, etc., including an 
oriel window on the south side where 
only two corbel stones remain as indica- 
tion. Many of the fireplaces, which 
present interesting variety of design, are 
mutilated, insecure and in need of con- 
solidation. Especially to be regretted is 
the disappearance of so much carved 
stone work in the Chapel, or Oratory, 
of the North Eastern (Queen’s) Tower. 
As usual in Edwardian castles, this was 
the most ornate room in the edifice, with 
three lancet windows, and a vaulted 
ceiling supported on heavy wall shafts 
with enriched capitals and carved bases. 
To-day only fragments of the groining 
ribs of the vault remain, and much of the 
moulding is defaced. The importance 
of saving the remains of this Chamber 
cannot be too strongly stressed. 


Condition of the Town Walls. 

Being more slender in construction 
than those of the Castle the walls en- 
closing the Edwardian borough have 
suffered more severely from lack of 
maintenance. Large areas of the faces 
are overgrown with ivy, and the tops, 
almost throughout their entire length 


The curtain wall-top of Castle, north side of Outer Ward, 
showing growth of vegetation and loose masonry. 
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dover 4 mile), have a covering of 
small trees, shrubs and other growths. 
{n some parts sporadic attempts have 
been made to clear the vegetation; and 
parts of the wall-walk to which the 
public had access before the war, have 
been cemented or asphalted. This. 
apparently, did not involve any kind of 
thorough waterproofing. The growths 
are regaining a nold and continuing their 
work of destruction. 

Along the whole of the top walk 
which has been accessible to the public 
{about one-third of the total), the top 
courses Of the parapet can be lifted by 
hand or dislodged with little effort. Much 
of the parapet has already disappeared. 
{t is impossible to determine the full ex- 
tent of the decay without removing 
much of the top stonework and examin- 
ing the core of the wall, but enough can 
be seen to suggest that it is far-reach- 
ing and active. 

At several points in the wall-base 
serious faults were observed similar 
to those in the Castle Walls, i.e., 
scaling of the rock and undermining of 
the foundations by water percolation. 

One tower has a slight fracture run- 
ning almost vertically throughout its 
height, and fractures were noticed in two 
others. Llewelyn’s Tower is in a ruinous 
condition, the wall-tops particularly 
being in need of attention. 

Of a noteworthy series of 12 garde- 
robes corbelled out from the wall-face 
on the south side to the east of the rail- 
way arch, only two remain complete. 
Unless treatment is applied these interest- 
ing features will eventually be lost as 
the loosened stones drop one by one. 


Recommendations. 

(1) The work most urgently required is 
the consolidation of those parts of the 
Castle’s curtains and towers where the 
rock has scaled away from the bases. 
This can best be effected by cutting a 
level base to the rock and, from this, 
building up new masonry flush with the 
existing wall face. Loose core work 


should be well grouted during this 
process, and a system of draining the 
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basements of the 
towers installed to 
avoid risk of 
similar trouble in 
the future. Bases 
of the Town Walls 
will have to be 
treated in the same 
way. 

(2) Wall-tops of 
both Castle and 
town walls to be 
cleared of vege- 
tation, roots of 
shrubs, etc., being 
removed and loose 
or decayed mason- 
ry taken down. 
Wall walks and 
parapets should be 
thoroughly water- 
proofed. 

(3) Treatment of 
all parts where the 
dressed stonework 
has’. disappeared 
leaving the core 
exposed. The full 
extent of the work 
necessary will be 
revealed only when 
put in hand, but it 
will be considera- 
able. 

(4)More de- 
tailed examination 
of the core of the 
walls may reveal 
the desirability of 
grouting. Prac- 
tically the entire 
wall surface of the 
Castle should be 
raked out, tamped 
and the joints re- 
pointed. 

(5) Special atten- 
tion to be given to 


such features as fireplaces, tracery, etc., 

and to the Chapel in the N.E. Tower. 
(6) Fractures in the towers of the posterns 

Town Walls to be grouted. The inser- 





Detail of base of one of the northern towers of Castle, 


showing undermining of wall with rock scaled 


away. 


penetration of damp through the wall. 


may be necessary. 
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South-western tower of Castle, showing undermining of 
the base due to the scaling of the rock, the result of 


tion of some form of reinforcement 
Gatehouses and 
should, be = systematically 
treated, and the wall faces repointed. 





A window of the Great Hall of the Castle, on the 
north side. 
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INTERIOR DECORATION 


Conference of Designers 


A’ CONFERENCE on interior decora- 
tion, convened by the British 
Colour Council, was held at the Interior 
Design Centre, 13, Portman-square, W.1, 
on April 26, 27 and 28. The proceedings 
were opened on Wednesday morning by 
Mr. H. G. Dow.ina, past president of 
the Institute of British Decorators, who 
spoke on “Industrial Design since the 
Exhibition of 1851.” Mr. J. R. G. Mar- 
cHETTI followed, describing “The Aim 
and Scope of the Interior Decoration 
Design Centre.” Later in the morning 
Mrs. Grace LovaT FRASER lectured on 
“ Design in Interior Decoration, with 
Particular Reference to Pattern and 
Colour.” Her address covered the whole 
field of interior decoration, furnishing, 
etc., including some reference to wall 
papers. In this matter there had been a 
marked change in fashion since about 
1938, she said. Then walls had been done 
in pale colours, such as stone or cream; 
but now there was a tendency to a colour- 
ing which was much more pronounced. 


Wall paper was the subject of the’ 


address which opened the proceedings the 
following morning. It was an historical 
lecture and dealt with English wall papers 
from early times until the present day. 
The speaker was Mr. E. A. ENTWISLE, 
director of the Wall Paper Manufac- 
turers, Ltd. 

Mr. Entwisle said that although from 
the time of Richard III onwards there was 
evidence of the use of paper for the 
embellishment of walls, there was but 
little to show that paper hangings as we 
know them to-day were commonly in use 
before the year 1700. The most interest- 
ing and most beautiful of the early types 
of paper hangings were the flocks. The 
process of flocking had been used 
originally to make coarse quality cloth 
richer and finer, and had consisted of the 
scattering of shearings of silk, velvet, 
etc., on to cloth which had previously 
received the imprint of a design in an 
adhesive. On paper, flocking had become 
a workable proposition towards the end 
of the 17th century, and the early 
years of the century that followed saw 
the best of the flock papers. These were 
designed to imitate the splendid Italian 
figured velvets, damasks and brocades 
which had graced the rooms of palaces, 
mansions and churches during the 
17th century. Some wall papers had 
less pleasing features due to the influence 
of Chinoiserie, then just coming in. Some 
of the flock papers implied the use of a 
wood block not only for printing the 
design in adhesive but also for printing 
a distemper design on the flock itself. 

Mr. Entwisle said the manufacture of 


flock papers was still carried on although- 


now by improved processes. 

As the 18th century progressed 
other wall papers in addition to the flocks 
became available. Fielding, the novelist, 
alluded to them. Contemporary trade 
cards and decorators’ bills mentioned a 
great variety of papers from embossed 
chintzes, calicoes and damasks to 
sprigged verditors and imitation Gothic 
stuccoes. In 1712 a tax of a penny the 
square yard had been imposed on wall 
papers. This was afterwards increased 
and not abolished until 1836. 

The lecturer made a passing allusion 
to the Chinese wall papers which were 
imported at this period and to their in- 
ferior English imitations. Reverting to 
strictly. English productions, he said that 
in the 18th century the paper-staining 
craft was carried on by decorator- 
upholsterers, i.e.. tradesmen who sold 
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screens, fabrics, carpets, etc., and had a 
workshop where paper hangings were 
made to order—it would not be too much 
to say they were made to measure for the 
rooms they were to decorate. Of these 
decorator-upholsterers perhaps the most 
worthy to be remembered was Thomas 
Bromwich, whose firm had carried on 
business from about 1720 until 1850. 
Among the many notable people to whom 
this firm supplied wall papers was Sir 
Horace Walpole, at Strawberry Hill. Two 
firms who were at the top of the tree 
in the early part of the 18th century 
were the Eckhart Brothers, of Chelsea, 
and Sherringham, of Great Marlborough 
street. Mawer Cowtan, himself a 
decorator of considerable’ reputation, 
wrote a book on wall papers and in it he 
said that Sherringham was the Wedg- 
wood of paper stainers. J. G. Crace 
wrote the first history of paper hangings. 
It was published in 1839. Afterwards he 
was engaged with Sir Charles Barry, 
A. W. Pugin and other decorative 
artists on the new Houses of Parliament. 
Shortly after the publication of his book 
the industry was revolutionised by the 
introduction of machinery. 

As early as 1800 attempts had been 
made to produce wall paper in endless 
lengths, but the Revenue authorities 
prevented this until 1830. This method 
of production being permitted, and the 
tax on wall paper repealed, the produc- 
tion of cheaper wall papers grew rapidly. 
In 1851 it was estimated that five and a 
half million pieces of wall paper were 
made in Great Britain, but by 1865 one 
of the largest mills in the country was 
itself producing one and a half times 
that quantity. By that time about 96 per 
cent. of wall paper was produced by 
machinery. Machine-made wall paper was 
not, however, used in the Houses of 
Parliament — only the  block-printed 
papers designed by Pugin, preoccupied 
with the aesthetic demands of the Gothic 
revival. J. G. Crace co-operated in this 
work and arranged for the printing of the 
designs. In 1856 Owen Jones published 
his “ Grammar of Ornament ” and a little 
later came William Morris, whose in- 
fluence was so great that people still asked 
for his wall papers. The first he produced 
was his “ Daisy ” Paper: the well known 
“ Trellis ” followed in 1862. 


Technical Improvements. 

Whilst Morris was crusading, not only 
with hand-made wall mnoes but with 
fabrics, books and stained glass, the manu- 
facturers of machine-made wall papers 
were making vast progress from the point 
of view of increased production, as well 
as with other aspects of technical per- 
fection. Among other things they 
brought out a wall paper printed with 
oil colours instead of water colours. This 
was printed by an engraved copper roller 
and gave the opportunity of reproducing 
the effects of the flocks and hand-printed 
damasks at a quarter the price. In the 
field of design the combined dado-filling 
and frieze came on to the market, mak- 
ing its exit only a few years later. Not 
all the wall paper of the period was of 
this poor quality. Walter Crane, famous 
as a book illustrator, designed his first 
wall paper in 1875. E. W. Godwin’s 
“ Peacock ” decordtion had been pro- 
duced two years earlier. E. J. Talbert’s 
“* Sunflower ” design won the gold medal 
at the Paris Exhibition of 1875, and in 
1882 appeared the first wall paper de- 
signed by C. F. A. Voysey.~° 

Coming to the present century, Mr. 
Entwisle said it opened with a eyed 
towards art nouveau, a tendency. whic 
Voysey exploited to the full, while the big 
guns of the industry laid down a barrage 
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of machine output which made the 
production figures of the 1880's and 
1890’s look silly. The war of 1914-1 
upset the steady rhythm of the industry 
and slowed down the invention of the 
designers who remained at home. Black 
became a permanent feature in the wall 
papers of the period. By the 1920's two 
designers of wall paper, A. J. Baker and 
F. G. Froggatt, came into prominence, 
and each of these created in his own way 
as distinct a style as Pugin and Morris 
had done. Baker was one of the best 
designers of floral patterns, and his 
roses became famous throughout the in- 
dustry. Froggatt coupled originality of 
ideas with a discreet commercial judg- 
ment, and this had much to do with the 
success which attended their efforts. In 
a note on the problems facing the de- 
signers and manufacturers of wall papers, 
Froggatt wrote, “ Within all reasonable 
limits a manufacturer doés his utmost to 
improve design, but his primary duty in 
the interest both of his business and of 
his workpeople is to see that his produc- 
tions shall sell, for although the de- 
signer may produce a pattern fit to 
decorate the vault of heaven, what does 
it.avail him if it never gets beyond the 
pattern book?” 


Popularity of Panelling and Stiling. 


During the 1920’s and 1930’s the in- 
dustry had made a good recovery from 
the effects of the war years. In addition 
to the strip borders, panelling and stiling 
had become popular, and experiments 
were made with a paper which enabled 
a decorator to build up a _ horizontal 
shaded effect, light at the ceiling and be- 
coming gradually darker downwards to 
the skirting. There had been a run on 
applied cut out decorations, which in- 
cluded pendants, upward growing shrubs 
and corners. All these had their day, and 
then we wer2 plunged into the second 
world war, even more disastrous than 
the first to aesthetic progress and 
economic stability. Before the war 
ended leading firms in the British wall 
paper industry had planned the exhibition 
of historic and modern wall papers which 
was opened at the Suffolk Galleries on 
V.E. Day, May 8, 1945, an exhibition 
which demonstrated with almost complete 
continuity the development of paper 
decorations fromi the 16th century 
until about 1936. This exhibition had 
been a landmark in the history of the 
British wall paper industry. Behind it 
was all the vigour, enterprise and 
imagination which, during two centuries. 
had sustained wall paper design and 
manufacture, and the fact that the ex- 
hibition was held implied a faith which 
was as strong as ever. 

Among the points brought out in a 
short discussion that followed it was 
stated that modern flock papers cost from 
five guineas upwards per piece. Another 
point was that in the ign of wall 
papers, modern artists were not employed 
nearly as much as in the days of Walter 
Crane. The chairman said the industry 
was doing a great deal to encourage 
artists to design wall papers. Many 
were being trained by wall paper manu- 
facturers, and these artists were doing 
the work that had formerly been done by © 
men from outside the industry. 

Other lectures were given at the Con- 
ference on the Furnishing Problem 
and the Relation between Fashion in © 
Dress and Interior Decoration. 

On the Thursday morning Mr. Mark 
HARTLAND THOMAS, F.R.I.B.A., Chief 
Industrial Officer of the Council of 
Industrial Design, spoke of the plans and 
preparations that were being made for the 
1951 Exhibition. 
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Wells House (Block B) from Spa Green. 


FLATS ON THE SPA GREEN ESTATE, FINSBURY 


TECTON, ARCHITECTS 


IN the layout of Spa Green Estate, Finsbury, the 

architects have tried to break away from the 
old closed-in barrack-like tenements. The layout is 
as open as conditions in central London will permit. 
Closed courtyards and narrow, badly-lit spaces, with 
their air of gloom and squalor, have been completely 
avoided. The blocks are widely spaced and the 
greatest possible area of ground has been thrown 
open for gardens and playgrounds. The layout of 
the adjacent public gardens of Spa Green will be 
treated as one with the gardens of the housing estate. 
From these open spaces rise the three buildings. In 
the large square between the two high blocks a 
single-storey nursery school building for forty 
children has been planned. 

The layout that has been adopted, with the 
isolated blocks running due north and south, ensures 
that every room has the maximum amount of sun- 
light, fresh air and view. All the flats in the high 
blocks are designed to have the _ living-rooms, 
kitchens and balconies along one elevation, with all 
the bedrooms facing the opposite way. As the ques- 
tion whether it is preferable for living-rooms or bed- 
rooms to face east or. west has not been decided 
with any degree of unanimity, and as individual pre- 
ferences as to aspect may vary, the flats are designed 
to provide for different alternatives without losing 
any of the advantages of an ordered layout. 


The composition of the scheme is as follows :— 
4-room flats (living-room and three bedrooms), 57; 
3-room flats (living-room and two bedrooms), 47; 


2-room flats (living-room and one bedroom), 17; 
l-room flats (bed-sitting-room), 8. Total, 129. 


ENTRANCE HALts.—The large entrance halls which 
are provided in each block bring a sense of com- 
munity into the buildings. At the same time they 
add an element of architectural scale and import- 
ance. 

The pram and bicycle stores are incorporated under 
cover in these halls. From the entrance halls indi- 
vidual lifts and staircases in the high blocks give 
access to two flats on each landing. 

THE Frats.—In the flats the living-rooms are 
arranged next to the kitchens with a service hatch 
between. A private balcony opens off each living- 
room and is overlooked by the kitchen, so that the 
housewife can supervise children wherever they may 
be playing. Long internal corridors have everywhere 
been avoided. 

Attention has been paid to the interior design of 
the flats with a view to obtaining clean and well- 
proportioned rooms which are easy to furnish. There 
are no projecting columns, beams or other accidental 
features, and no exposed pipes or conduits disfigure 
any of the rooms. The proportions and positions 
of doors, windows and other features and fittings, 
and their relation to each other, have been carefully 
studied. 

Roor TERRACE.—At the top of each of the tall 
blocks there is a roof terrace for the use of the 
tenants, with a fine view in all directions, and a 
specially designed aero-dynamic wind roof which in- 
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Sadler House (Block C) and Wells House (right) looking east over Rosebery-avenue. Below: Site plan. 


duces a draught to pass through drying cubicles which 
are provided for the tenants’ laundry. 

The large windows and light colours of the ex- 
terior give expression to the main characteristics of 
the design, which is essentially contemporary and 
urban. Monotony has been avoided by the pattern- 


ing of the eievational features. The light-coloured 


faience tiles which have been used for the exterior 
will ensure that even in the misty and polluted Lon- 
don atmosphere the buildings will retain a fresh 
appearance. Cast-iron railings have been provided 
on the private balconies for tenants to grow plants 
on. These railings are of a design which renders 
them difficult to climb by children. 
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THE CONSTRUCTION.—Both the architectural effect 
and the standard of equipment provided owe much 
to the structural system which has been used. This 
consists of a series of flat reinforced concrete slabs 
forming the floors and reinforced concrete cross- 
walls forming the divisions between the rooms. The 
whole of the external walls is thus left free for 
windows and light non-structural enclosing walls. 
The simplicity and low cost of this method have 
allowed for a higher standard of equipment than is 
usual in such schemes. 

Special attention has been paid to acoustical prob- 
lems. The “ box frame ” structure itself, by its com- 
parative rigidity, reduces the transmission of sound 
through the structure. In addition the staircase and 
lift towers are structurally completely isolated from 
he buildings by expansion joints, so that the trans- 
nission of sound from footfalls on the stairs or from 
he operation of the lifts is reduced to a minimum. 
Throughout the flats a system of floating floors, 
vhereby the floor surface is completely isolated from 
‘he structure by an acoustical quilt, has been adopted 
ind this has given exceptionally good results under 
est by the Building Research Station. 

THE EQUIPMENT—HEaTING AND Hor WaTER.— 
There is a central underground boiler plant for pro- 
viding heating and hot water supply for the flats. 


\ 






ex 


VITO ee 
a fn if a 


fi 





OOOO OG 
ELAR 





hd a 

















REINFORCED CONCRETE BOX FRAME 
CONSTRUCTION OF CONTINUOUS SLABS 
AND WALLS WITHOUT BEAMS OR 
COLUMNS. This method saves space, avoids 
ungainly projection of beams and columns into 
rooms, simplifies shuttering, saves steel and 
provides a very rigid structure for absorption 
of wind forces and uneven settlement. 
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The ‘main hot water-pipe heats a calorifier in each 
flat which provides a limited but ample supply of hot 
water. The calorifier is placed in a linen cupboard, 
where it also supplies the moderate heat required 
for drying linen, etc. The same hot water main 
supplies heat for radiators in the living-room and 
hall of each flat, giving “ background ” heating dur- 
ing the heating season. The radiators can, if desired, 
be turned off by the tenant. For “topping up” in 
unusually cold weather or for cold spells in the 
summer, a gas or electric fire is provided in every 
living-room. There is an electric point for a fire in 
each bedroom. 

ReFuse DisposaL.—For the first time in London 
the Garchey system of refuse disposal has been in- 
stalled. Vegetable or other refuse is placed in a con- 
tainer under the kitchen sink through a sealed hole 
in the bottom of the sink. From here it is flushed 
away periodically to underground collection cham- 
bers, whence it is sucked by vacuum to a central 
disposal plant next to the heating chamber. Here 
the refuse is dried and burned, finally emerging as 
ashes which are carried away for disposal. The 
system is completely sealed from the public from the 
moment the refuse is placed in the container under 
the sink to its final removal as harmless ashes. 


KITCHENS.—The kitchens are provided with stain- 


REINFORCED CONCRETE STRUCTURE OF CONTINUOUS 
WALLS & FLOORS WITHOUT COLUMNS OR BEAMS 


INDEPENDENT 
STAIRCASE 










LIFT Pe 











591 








May 


May 13 1944 


THE BUILDER 


592 


SLOGALIHOUV ‘NOLOGL 
AUNASNIA “ALVLSA NAAAD VdS AHL NO SLVTA 


‘asnoy Jo[peg (3/27) 
‘sNnOR] WpuquNny puwe ssnoy SqPPAA (240qp) ‘suvjd JOO pwodsy 








O-so1 


[TT fel TT TT ef TTT 
nail naace ah 1 Lik 











TT 
i} 


— - x. —— 


asDrsdIg adorsy -G 




















Wwog-+F 
uayruy- ¥ 
woospag - 

woo y Bbujarg - I 


aps OLE VIA WOO es do Va aos 206 





W901 atin -0701 F TET aa 


eM 9-11 


a 


“a 


ut 


oo 
~_ 








PORT ET) Mt TT aS o8 


AVL WOOd + dO Vay 











lth? 





“Of 


af 





Auorjoq- 7 
pavoqdn'y uauyy - 9 
HOoH-« 
wg -+ 

veya -< 

woospay -7, 
wooy bujary - t 


sO W3UV 


race 2489 Lv14 WOOY-E 





ee ee at 











i——sEr ota Re ce bg te th ter 








13 194 








May 13 1949 


Lan 
= aE fe 


he 
a as ue |. eabid 


fue BuiLBER 





OG 


— 


FLATS ON THE SPA GREEN ESTATE, FINSBURY. Wells House from the internal court. 


less-steel sinks, broom cupboards, ironing boards, 
glazed china cupboards, a hatch to the living-room 
and ample storage cupboards. In addition space is 
provided for a refrigerator should the tenant wish 
to instal one, and gas and electric connections are 
provided both for this and for a cooker. A gas- 
heated wash copper is provided in a special com- 
partment in the kitchen. For drying laundry, lock-up 
cubicles are provided on the roofs of the blocks. 


OTHER FEATURES.—A central aerial is fixed on the 
roof of Weils House and this is connected to a plug 
in the living-room of each flat so that tenants may 
connect their radio sets and get good reception with- 
out interference. Should television sets become 
generally used in the future, this aerial can easily 
be adapted for this purpose as well. 

Timber floors are provided in all the living-rooms, 
and in Wells House there are wood block floors in 
all the bedrooms. All the kitchens and bathrooms 
have tiled floors with coved skirtings. 

The gas and electric meters are grouped together 
in a cupboard next to the front entrance of the flat. 

The windows are placed centrally in the walls to 
allow a space on each side for curtains, and they 
have specially designed concrete surrounds with tiled 
cills and plugs for fixing curtain rails and pelmets. 
The windows are provided with extended cleaning 
hinges. The permanent yentilation, which must be 
statutorily provided, is neatly incorporated in the 
concrete frames of the bedroom windows. 

The design is by Tecton, Architects. After the 
dissolution of this firm, two of the partners, Mr. 
B. Lubetkin and Mr. F. Skinner, became responsible 
for the execution of the scheme. 


OTHER SCHEMES IN ProGress.—This is only the 
first scheme in the Council’s plans for rebuilding 
Finsbury. The Busaco-street Scheme, north of the 
Pentonville-road, covers an area of about eight acres 


and will consist of 350 flats. Work is now in progress 
and the first flats should be finished early in 1950. 
There will be a communal laundry, nursery school, 
community centre and branch library. The Holford- 
square Site covers an area of about three acres and 
there will be 140 flats round the old area of the 
Square, which is being preserved as an open space. 
Building work should start shortly. Both these 
schemes incorporate many of the features of the 
Spa Green Estate. 

The general contractors for the flats on the Spa 
Green Estate were Messrs. W. M. Moss and Sons, Ltd. 
The principal sub-contractors were :—Reinforced 
concrete, J. L. Kier and Co., Ltd.; windows, Williams 
and Williams, Ltd.; lifts, Hammond and Champness, 
Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Dent and Hellyer, Ltd.; hot 
water supply, heating and plumbing, G. N. Haden 
and Sons, Ltd.; electrical work, Berkeley Electrical 
and Engineering Co., Ltd.; Garchey system of refuse 
disposal, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.: internal tiling, 
Carter and Kernahan and Co., Ltd.; metal door 
frames, Morris Singer Co.; facing bricks, J. and W. 
Henderson, Ltd.; concrete window surrounds, Liver- 
pool Artificial Stone Co., Ltd.; concrete balcony 
panels, Girlingstone Concrete Co., Ltd.; cast-iron 
balcony panels, Walter MacFarlane and Co., Ltd.; 
radio aerial system, E.M.I. Sales and Service, Ltd.; 
roofing and asphalt, Permanite, Ltd.; asphalt floors, 
General Asphalte Co., Ltd.; wood block floors, 
Horsley Smith and Co., Ltd.; door frames, Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd.; cell concrete insulation, 
Christiani and Nielsen; terrazzo fireplace surrounds 
and terrace wall-lining, Art Pavements and Decora- 
tions, Ltd.; lightning conductors, R. C. Cutting and 
Co., Ltd.; radio masts, J. W. Gray and Sons, Ltd.; 
gas, Gas Light and Coke Co.; electricity, London 
Electricity Board; wrought ironwork, Haywards, Ltd., 
Clark Hunt and Co., Ltd., and H. and C. Davis and 
Co., Ltd.; external tiling, Carter and Co., Ltd. 
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FLATS at Denmark 
Road Estate, for the 
Lambeth M. B. C. 


G. GREY WORNUM, 
F.R.LB.A., ARCHITECT 


ITE No. 6 of the Denmark-rc 
Housing Scheme, Lambeth, com 
prising about three acres, is long am 
shallow and extends from Coldhai 
bour-lane to Kenbury-street. It i 
divided in two by an existing block o 
flats. 

The scheme provides for five 
separate blocks each four storeys higt 
and totalling 107 flats in all. The 
block at the Coldharbour-lane enc 
comprises 12 single-room flats, with 
bath and kitchen. The ground floo: 
flats are intended for the use of aged 
persons. The remaining blocks vary 
in accommodation from four to two 
bedrooms. Each living room above the 
ground floor is provided with a large 
balcony. 

The back portions of the site have 
been laid out with children’s play- 
grounds, gardens, three separate 
laundry buildings and pram and cycle 
sheds. 

A central boiler house provides hot 
water for the whole site, including 
the previously existing block of flats. 

The laundry blocks each provide for 
six cubicles with double wash tubs 
and a gas boiler. A range of six gas- 
heated drying cupboards is also in- 
stalled in each block. 

The kitchens are well-equipped with 


Living-room balconies, Block 1. Below: Front view, Block 1, from fitments and optional services for gas 
Denmark-road. or electric cooking are provided. 
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Rear view, 
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Block 1, from Children’s Playground. Below: 


Denmark-road and Luscombe-street. 


Corner of Block 





1, 
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Hanging cupboards are provided jp 
each bedroom. Relay wireless hag 
been laid on to each living room. 
should tenants choose to hire the 
service. Living-room grates consume 
gas-ignited smokeless fuel and open 
gratings at the back of these stoves 
provide background heating to the 
principal bedroom. 

This scheme was planned at a time 
of great shortage of bricks and rick. 
layers, Since the traditional {34-j,, 
brick wall for such buildings is inch 
stronger than required, but neces 
for insulation, a system of buildin: has 
been adopted using 9-in. walls only, 
but they have been lined with bitumen 
and 4-in. cork sheet to keep out both 
damp and cold, the inner surface 
being then plastered in the usual way, 

The concrete floors were carried 
through to the outside of the walls 
and the exterior was then rendered 
and rough cast with Tyrolean “ Culla- 
mix.” : 

Cork sheet was used on the surface 
of the concrete floors, under the floor 
tinish, so providing unusually efficient 
insulation from noise for each flat and 
giving an almost immediately dry in- 
terior well-insulated from cold for the 
tenants to move into. 

Great difficulty was experienced in 
the earlier period of the work in ob- 
taining bricklayers and the very large 
amount of brickwork saved by this 
method and the elimination of face 
brickwork altogether would appear to 
have fully justified the construction 
used. 

Clearance of the site commenced on 
July 8, 1946, and the building con- 
tract was signed on April 3, 1947. 

The quantity surveyors were Messrs, 
Langdon and Every, FF.R.LC:S. 

The general contractors were Messrs, 
F. and H. F. Higgs, Ltd., the amount 
of the tender being £144,554. 

The rents to be charged for the flats 
will be in accordance with the Coun- 
cil’s agreed rent policy for post-war 
houses and flats and will be subject 
to the rent rebate scheme adopted. The 
following table sets out the maximum 
and minimum rents to be charged for 
the various-sized flats, together with 
charges for rates and hot water:— ~ 

One Room:—Minimum, 5s.; maxi- 

. 10d.; Rates, 4s. 1d.; Hot 





Flat plans, Block D. 





























Flat plans, Blocks C. 
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Three Rooms:—Min., 10s.; max. 
26s. 8d.; Rates, 6s. 10d.; h.w., 3s. 9d. 

Four Rooms :—Min., 12s. 6d.; max., 
29s. 10d.; Rates, 7s. 10d.; hw, 
4s. 3d. 

Five Rooms:—Min., 15s.; max. 
33s. 2d.; Rates, 8s. 10d.; h.w., 4s. 6d. 


The principal sub-contractors 

were:—Asphalt, Ragusa  Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd.; cement glaze, Robb’s 
Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd.; cold 
water and plumbing, F. and H 
Higgs, Ltd.; composition floors, Sem- 
tex, Ltd.; demolition, Richard Ashton 
and Sons, Ltd.; electrical installation, 
South London Electric Supply Corp, 
Ltd., now London Electricity Board; 
GLC-type gas heating units to laun 
dries, Ranalah -Sales Corporation, 
Ltd.; gas fitters, South Metropolitan 
Gas Company; hot water installation, 
Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.; iron 
mongery and sanitary ware, 
Froy and Sons, Ltd.; ironwork 
balustrades and balconies, T. W. 
Palmer and Co., Ltd.; joinery, Austins 
of East Ham, Ltd.; paint suppliers, 
William Harland and Son, Lid; 
plastering and roughcast, Plastering, 
Ltd.; and terrazzo fireplace surrounds, 
W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd 
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{Flat plans, Blocks B. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Architectural Assistants’ Salaries. 
To THE Eprrer oF The Builder. 

‘IR,— As chairman of the Salaried and 

Official Architects’ Committee to 
which Mr. Alexander Naglovsky refers in 
his letter published in your last issue, I 
must reluctantly ask for space in your 
columns to reply. 

It is a pity that he did not make any 
attempt to get his facts right about the 
composition and work of my Committee. 
By inference he states that the majority 
of the Committee consists of employers 
in private practice, and of the chief archi- 
tects of executive boards and Govern- 
ment departments. Actually the only 
employer in private practice on the Com- 
mittee is one of the two ex-officio repre- 
sentatives of the Practice Committee; the 
remaining 26 members consist of 4 
County Architects, 3 Borough Architects, 
2 Chief Architects of Government 
Departments, 2 Chief Architects in 
National Boards, 3 Assistant Architects 
in Central Government, 2 Assistant 
Architects in Local Government, 1 Assist- 
ant Architect in a National Board, 3 
Salaried Assistants in private practice, 1 
Staff Architect in a commercial undertak- 
ing, 1 Head of a School of Architecture, 
2 members recently retired from official 
practice as Assistant Architects in 
Government Departments, 1 representa- 
tive of the Royal Incorporation of Archi- 
tects in Scotland, and 1 representative of 
the Institution of Professional Civil Ser- 
vants. 

Again by inference Mr. Naglovsky 
accuses the Committee of placing the 
defence and promotion of the interests of 
the employer above those of the 
employee. In fact,somethingless than three 
per cent. of the cases dealt with by the 
Committee are primarily or mainly con- 
cerned with chief architects, who, I imag- 
ine, are the employers to whom he refers. 
Chief architects in official practice are 
mot, nor have ever regarded themselves 
as, employers; they are, like the most 
junior in their departments, salaried offi- 
cials of the employing authority and in 
exactly the same contractual relationship. 
Moreover they have long ago recognised 
the obvious fact that any improvement in 
their conditions of service benefits the 
whole hierarchy from top to bottom. 

My Committee would be very inter- 
ested, and indeed grateful, to learn from 
Mr. Naglovsky what effective difference 
the “laying down” of a’salary scale, as 
opposed to “ recommending ” one, would 
make. Does he believe that, by a mere 
change of words, the Royal Institute 
would acquire a negotiating power and 
the necessary sanction to enforce it, which 
it does not at present enjoy? Or would 
he suggest that the Institute should direct 
its members to withhold their profes- 
sional service in order to compel employ- 
ing authorities to recognise and apply its 
“laid down” scale? 

As to the judgment of the results 
achieved by the Committee, admirable 
“r otherwise, I prefer to leave it to those 
Members whose cause we have under- 


taken. 
C. H. ASLIN. 
Chairman, R.I.B.A. Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee. 


To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


Sin—On reading Mr. Naglovsky’s 
letter in your last issue I had to check 
up to see if I was reading a letter written 
in 1949 or many years ago, and if it re- 
ferred to England or some other country. 

It is, of course, the most natural thing 
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in the world for an employee to think he 
is worth double what he is getting: I 
know I did! But surely the writer is 
not quite oblivious to a thing called the 
law of supply and demand? When times 
are bad, and there are more assistants 
than jobs, salaries tend to sink below 
a fair figure; when there are more jobs 
than assistants they tend to rise above 
a fair figure. 

At present, a very good number of 
assistants are getting considerably more 
than they are worth, and there can hardly 
be any who are getting less. The reason 
is that private employers, serni-public 
employers and public employers of every 
kind are simply outbidding one another as 
hard as they can and enticing assistants 
away from their present jobs with a 
higher.salary. Either they go or else get 
a handsome rise to stay. The spate of 
advertisements in your newspaper for the 
last three or four years bears sufficient 
evidence of this. And if no replies—or 
poor replies—are received, the same ad- 
vertisement is inserted again with a higher 
salary bait. This uncontrolled out- 
bidding cannot but force salaries up to 
tigures out of all proportion to the ser- 
vices or abilities offered, and even 
loyalty, in the long run, is overcome by 
the alluring salary offered. Thus, any 
assistant who thinks he is underpaid has 
only to answer some of the hundreds of 
advertisements each week to get a higher 
paid position., 

So what exactly does the writer want 
the R.I.B.A. to do? Surely, as represent- 
ing both the employers and employed, 
their function should be to go out for 
fair salaries at all times; which means 
that they should try to get salaries 
raised when they are too low, and con- 
versely try to get them lowered when 
they are too high. As conditions are at 
present, it would appear that the only 
action called for by the Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee is for it 
to call a halt to this inflationary spiral 
of outbidding. 

L. A. CULLIFORD. 
F.R.LB.A., F.R.L.C.S., A.M.T.P.I. 
47, Essex-street, Strand, W.C.2. 


St. Sulpice, Paris. 
To THE Epitror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—The organ at St. Sulpice, Paris, is 
justly famous as the finest church organ 
in the French capital. Apart from its 
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The organ loft, St. Sulpice, Paris. 
(See letter.) 


S97 


renown as a musical instrument it has 
a claim to fame as a superb piece of 
architectural furnishing (as may be seen 
from the photograph reproduced). Too 
often the organ pipes are allowed to dis- 
figure a church and even if well grouped 
are usually restless in their effect and 
out of scale with the surrounding archi- 
tecture. At St. Sulpice the problem of 
pipes and case has been happily solved. 

{it is also notable that the stained glass 
in several windows of this church is of the 
seventeenth century, contemporary with 
the structure. In its pale colourings it 
may offer suggestions for the reglazing 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral and other classi- 
cal churches where it is desired to intro- 
duce stained glass. 

B. A. P. Winton-Lewis. 
29, Manchester-street, W.1. 


Worm-Eaten Floor Joists. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

Sir,—I am impelled to refer to this 
matter again to save others from an un- 
fortunate experience. Mr. Philip’s 
remedy is probably adequate in over- 
coming the penetration of the pressure- 
impregnated creosote to the surface of 
flooring, but it adds to cost. In the case 
in mind, pressure-impregnation was 
undertaken in a new building not to 
remedy a defect but to prevent one. The 
flooring was {-in. finished oak strip 
battens, grooved and tongued, laid on 
to smail staggered joists resting on con- 
crete, with excellent ventilation above the 
concrete. It is likely that central heat- 
ing in the building helped in drawing the 
creosote to the surface. 

Since then I have found creosote 
applied by hand with brushes to be satis- 
factory: The joists are not saturated, nor 
contain too much. Pressure-impregna- 
tion gives an overdose. Birch and maple 
flooring are outside my experience. 

L. SYLVESTER SULLIVAN. 

14, Gray’s Inn-square, W.C.1. 


Clerks of Works’ Examinations. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

Sir,—The examination held by the 
Institute of Clerks of Works is the only 
one recognised for admission to mem- 
bership of that body. It is well estab- 
lished, with a record of 13 years, and 
evidence shows that it is widely appre- 
ciated by those to whom the status and 
training of a clerk of works are of impor- 
tance. The examination is open only to 
those who have worked at a skilled trade, 
have reached the age of 28 years, and 
have had supervisory experience. 

The examining body consists of two 
members of the R.I.B.A., one of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
and five senior members of the Insti- 
tute. The examination is designed to test 
the candidates’ practical understanding of 
building and includes the following sub- 
jects:—preliminary operations; super- 
structure; knowledge of materials; finish- 
ings; services; supervision of office work: 
specifications; contracts and bills of 
quantities. Written papers are set 
on these subjects and the candidates 
are also examined orally on their answers. 
Those who are successful in the Final 
grade and are acting as clerks of works 
are eligible for full membership of the 
Institute. 

We believe with confidence that 
possession of the Final certificate of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works is valuable 
evidence of training and capability. 

W. J. GrsBins, 

” General Secretary, Institute of Clerks 

of Works of Great Britain, Inc. 

5, Broughton-road. 

Thornton Heath, Surrey. 
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SPACE HEATERS 
Investigations in U.S.A. 


At the present time space heaters 
(heating stoves) are more widely 
used for home heating in the U.S.A. than 
any other single type of warming equip- 
ment and, although this cannot be re- 
garded as quite an ideal method, in view 
of its simplicity and economy the National 
Bureau of Standards has recently felt it 
to be desirable to make a comprehensive 
investigation of the heating characteristics 
of these devices, using a four-room test 
bungalow enclosed in an insulating shell 
to simulate the range of different external 
temperatures. A complete report on the 
performance of the heaters under various 
ee of test is given in a new book- 
et. 

Space heaters burning coal, oil, gas, 
wood and other fuels are used extensively 
in low-cost housing projects. Low first 
cost, moderate fuel consumption, and the 
zone of comfort produced by radiation 
near the heater are all factors in this 
popularity. The investigation was con- 
ducted as a means of determining the 
magnitude of temperature differences in 
a typical house warmed by different kinds 
of space heating stoves in various loca- 
tions to provide a basis for the selection 
of reasonable limits to the scale of dwell- 
ings, the heat loss and temperature varia- 
tion. 

In the U.S.A. the cold winter tempera- 
ture demands a more uniform internal 
warmth than with us and in the case of 
a single source of heat it is general to 
have fewer doors, alternatively to keep 
them open, or, at any rate, to provide 
open fanlights above them, so that the 
warmed air can diffuse itself through the 
various rooms. An average temperature of 
70 deg. is that generally preferred, and 
suitable heaters can maintain this in the 
test bungalow, which measured 24 ft. by 
26 ft., even with the external temperature 
at 0 deg. F. 

The heat losses were found to be 70 per 
cent. by walls, windows and doors, 15 per 
cent. through the floor and 9 per cent. 
by the ceiling, the balance being due to 
infiltration. It was found that there pHa 
a downward movement of cold air next 
the outer walls, and this had a more 
potent effect on the floor temperatures 
than the actual heat loss through the floor 
itself. As the test bungalow was of nor- 





* “Temperatures in a Test Bungalow with 
some Radiant and Jacketed Space Heaters.” 
U.S. Department of Commerce. Building 
Materials and Structures Report BMS114.  25c. 
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mal timber construction without any 
special non-conducting measures, such 
effects were probable; the ceiling had 
3% in. of rock wool laid between the 
joists, and the floor was laid with two 1 in. 
thicknesses of pine with paper between. 
More efficient insulation for the walls 
and windows would have shown improved 
results, but this may not have been within 
the programme of the tests, though the 
results of these show that without better 
insulation the space heating is too irregu- 
lar to be quite satisfactory; the tempera- 
ture at floor level ranges from 15 deg. to 
30 deg. below that under the ceiling, and 
this type of installation is unsuitable for 
our climate without some modifications 
to make it convenient for cottages in 
isolated positions. H.'V. L. 


HOUSE HEATING 
Experiments with Warm Air Heating 
Systems in Open-Plan Houses 


FURTHER stage in the house heat- 

ing experiments at the Building 
Research Station, D.S.I.R., has been 
reached with the completion of four 
more houses at Abbots Langley. An in- 
vestigation of warm air heating in asso- 
ciation with cpen planning will be carried 
out in them. 

The introduction of more efficient 
methods of house heating in this country 
has made it possible to consider heating 
more of the house. This in turn frees 
the planner from certain restrictions and 
enables him to provide a more open 
downstairs plan. This means in practice 
that partitions such as those between the 
living-room and the hall, or the dining- 
room and the living-room are omitted. 
Such a plan gives a greater feeling of 
spaciousness; various building economies 
can also be obtained. At the same time 
there is some loss of privacy, though in a 
well-warmed house this is largely com- 
pensated by the greater availability of 
the bedrooms for reading, study, or work 
requiring quiet. 

A number of heating systems may be 
used to heat such houses; those typically 
used in North America are central heat- 
ing, with hot water radiators, and. air 
heating systems in which the warmed air 
is circulated either by natural convection 
or by impeller fans. 

The Building Research Station has re- 
cently commenced a full-scale experi- 
ment in warm air heating in association 
with open planning. Four exactly similar 
houses arranged in a terrace have been 
built on the experimental site at Abbots 
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Langley and are being studied as a con- 
tinuation of heating trials already in 
progress.’ The house plan is reproduced. 
All the house is heated except the 
enclosed passage on the ground floor, 
which allows access to the back of the 
house and which is used for the storage 
of tools and fuels. The heated area 
totals 925 sq. ft., as‘in the other trials, 
but in the present case 395 sq. ft. are 
on the ground floor and the remainder 
upstairs. This arrangement has made it 
possible to increase the sizes of the bed- 
rooms, which is important in an open- 
planned house. 

Downstairs the living and dining spaces 
and the entry hall all open into one 
another. The entry has been built with- 
out an inner door, but provision has been 
made to instal one should it be found 
necessary. The kitchen is equipped with 
sink, cupboards, etc., and with cooker and 
refrigerator, gas-operated in two houses 
and electrically-operated in the others, 

The houses are well protected against 
the weather, the thermal transmittances 
(*U” values) for the walls, floors and 
roofs being 0.19, 0.15, and 0.08 B.Th.U./ 
sq. ft./hr./deg. F., respectively. These 
figures are better than the Egerton stand- 
ards. _Double~ windows are installed 
throughout. These are of a design pre- 
pared by the English Joinery Manufac- 
turers’ Association, in which two separate 
frames, each carrying its own glazing, are 
“buttoned ” together to operate as one 
for ordinary opening, but can readily be 
separated for cleaning. All windows and 
exterior doors are weather-stripped. 

’. The houses are similar not only in 
design but in their heating systems, as it 
is desired to examine the degree of uni- 
formity of performance that is attainable. 
The air is warmed by a furnace burning 
bituminous coal and the heat is trans- 
ferred from the flue gases to the air 
through a metal heat exchanger. Fresh 
air can be brought in from outside as 
required to mix with the recirculated air 
as it passes through the heat exchanger. 

The warm air is distributed by fan to 
all parts of the houses through systems 
of ducts designed so that the air can be 
fed in at a number of alternative. points, 
some at high and some at low level, 
some near and some remote from the 
heating appliance,. as desired. All the 
duct work is concealed within the struc- 
ture, mostly in the first floor. “a 

The houses were completed at various 
times during the early months of this 
year and have been under examination 
since then. They have now been occupied 
and the experiments will continue. 
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‘. .OPEN-PLAN HOUSES AT ABBOTS LANGLEY. (See “House Heating,” above.) 
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REPLANNING OF 
WEST HAM C.B. 
An Interesting Experiment 


West HAM, an area which suffered 

extensive bomb devastation during 
the air bombardment of London, is now 
the scene of an interesting experiment in 
education and town planning. The ex- 


periment sets out to show how the . 


“new deal” in education can be imple- 
mented in a replanned and redeveloped 
industrial area. One of the principal 
features of a development scheme pre- 
pared by the borough’s architect and 
town planning officer, Mr. T. E. North, 
F.R.I.B.A., is the division of the area into 
residential neighbourhood units each em- 
bodying Within its boundaries its own 
educational requirements, both primary 
and secondary. 

Containing some of London’s largest 
industries and adjoining a busy dock area, 
West Ham had a permanent population 
before 1939 numbering nearly 300,000. 
The recent war, however, brought many 
changes. Industry was crippled, public 
buildings demolished or damaged and 
14,000 houses completely destroyed. All 
71 schools in the area were damaged (30 
of them during one night) and 17 were 
utterly wrecked. It was considered in- 
appropriate to redevelop West Ham as a 
satellite town because that would have in- 
volved the transportation of industry with 
housing and it was obvious that the docks, 
sugar refineries and large factories pro- 
ducing soap and paint products and 
chemicals could not very well be moved. 
in forming the new plan, efforts were 
made to restrict the spread of industry 
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View from Silvertown-way, looking 


by zoning industrial belts on the west of 
the borough along the Lea Valley, and in 
the south in the island between the docks 
and the Thames. The remaining “ body ” 
of West Ham has been divided into 16 
neighbourhood units, each as far as pos- 
sible enclosed in natural boundaries of 
railways or main roads. The planned 
optimum population of the borough is 
165,000, slightly smaller than its present 
population. Each neighbourhood anit 
is to be self-contained in so far as it will 
have its own schools, playing-fields, open 
spaces, shops, churches, public-houses 
and community centres. It may be pos- 
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East (September, 1945). 


sible later to identify municipal wards 
with these neighbourhoods. 


Tidal Basin Area. 

The first neighbourhood to be de- 
veloped is Tidal Basin (N.U. 15), the area 
nearest to the dockyards which, before 
the war, was grossly overcrowded with a 
population of 31,000. It has a present 
population of 12,000 and its planned 
population allows for 500 more. Ap- 
proximately two-thirds of its pre-war 
5,470 houses were destroyed by bombs 
and the land cleared for use as a battle 
training school during part of the war. 


THE TIDAL BASIN NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT. Thomas E. North, F.R.L.B.A., Borough Architect and Planning Officer. 
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Being adjacent to so many important in- 
dustries, it was the obvious place,to begin 
rebuilding. The old road pattern has 
been abandoned and substituted by a 
more “open” layout than is usually 
found in this type of area. Housing and 
educational dévelopment of Tidal Basin 
are now about half complete, and it re- 
quires little imagination to visualise the 
pleasant scene it will present when all the 
roads and front gardens are tidied, the 
trees planted and the lawns laid out. 


While much attention has been given to 
the provision of decent homes in a 
pleasantly planned housing scheme, equal 
importance has been laid on the desira- 
bility of educational reconstruction in the 
borough. The local education committee 
decided on the policy of basing a new 
educational system on the neighbourhood 
unit scheme devised by the Town Plan- 
ning and Reconstruction Committee. The 
scheme subsequently adopted met the re- 
quirements of the Education Act, and 
was an entirely new system in_ the 
borough. Children had returned from 
areas to which they had been evacuated 
to find their schools in a state of complete 
disorganisation. Before the war came 
organisation into senior and junior 
schools was almost complete, but war- 
time circumstances made it necessary to 
allow children of all ages to attend the 
same schools in order that, in those 
dangerous years, they might be taught in 
the building nearest their homes, and that 
families might be kept intact. With the 
coming of the Education Act, an assistant 
education officer was appointed to pre- 
pare the new plan. He worked in close 
co-operation with the town planning 
officer and thus educational reconstruc- 
tion progressed in harmony with town 
planning. 


Advantages of System. 


The advantages of the neighbourhood 
unit system in providing natural and safe 
school regions was immediately apparent; 
indeed, the size of a neighbourhood was 
originally considered in relation to the 
number of children required to feed a 
secondary modern school. Perhaps the 
con tet be need of a te by. com unit 
can t apprecia y considering 
school provision in Tidal Basin. All the 
schools in the area are co-educational and 
comprise:—One secondary modern 
school with five forms of entry (i.e., 600 
places), which, at present, is a temporary 
structure eventually to be replaced by 
a new school with playing fields; two 
junior schools (each with two forms of 
entry, 320 places), one of which is partly 
new and the other yet to be erected; two 
infants’ schools (each with two forms of 
entry, 220 places), one of which is almost 
complete, while work on the second is to 
start this year; one Church of England 
0530 ple school for infants and juniors 
330 places), which is already in use, and 
two nursery schools each with 80 places. 
No priority is given for the erection of 
these schools at present. 

The advantages of self-contained school 
areas are ree A a As neighbourhood 
units are boun by main roads, children 
go to school within these boundaries and 
thereby avoid crossing busy thorough- 
fares; (2) there is a natural feed from 
the primary schools to the secondary 
school within the area; (3) there is de- 
velo in the children a sense of “ be- 
longing to a community” which, it is 
hoped, will remain with them as 7 
grow up and create support for yout 
clubs and community centres. Lessons 
on citizenship and community responsi- 
bility are given in all senior schools to 
strengthen this spirit. -Tidal Basin is 
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also self-contained in that it provides for 
adult education. It already possesses one 
of the largest community centres in the 
country, Dockland Settlement No. 1, 
which serves most of the social needs of 
the young people and adults of the area. 
A site has also been reserved for a small 
centre in the south of the area and 
another site for a library. Although only 
a start has been made on the rebuilding 
of the borough, nearly all the schools 
already conform to the neighbourhood 
unit pattern and the few irregularities 
which still exist will be eradicated as the 
new schools are built. 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
~ CONFERENCE 


Arrangements and Programme 


HE British Architects’ Conference 
will be held from June 29 to July 2 
at Nottingham, at the invitation of the 
Notts, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society. All members and students of the 
R.LB.A., the A.A., the A.B.T., and the 
allied societies are invited to attend. 
The headquarters of the conference will 
be the Y.M.C.A., Shakespeare-street, 
Nottingham. Early application is advis- 
able and details may be obtained from the 
Secretary, the R.I.B.A., 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. ~~ 
The programme is as follows:— 


Wednesday, June 29. Informal recep- 
tion at Victoria Station Hotel (8.30 p.m. 
—11 p,m.). 

Thursday, June 30. Inaugural ceremony 
at Y.M.C.A., Shakespeare-street, by Lord 
Mayor of Nottingham, supported by the 
Mayors of Derby and Lincoln. Address 
by Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C. (presi- 
dent}, followed by paper by Mr, J. H. 
Forshaw, M.C., F.R.1.B.A., on “ Hous- 
ing: A Social Service” (10.15 am— 
12.15 p.m.). In the afternoon, there will 
be the Garden Party and Conference 
photograph at Wollaton Hall (2.45- 
5.30 p.m.). In the evening the civic 
reception and dance at Nottingham 
Castle (9 p.m. to 1 a.m.). 

Friday, July 1. Paper, at the Y.M.C.A., 
Shakespeare-street, by Mr. T. Cecil 
Howitt, D.S.O., F.R.1.B.A., on “Hous- 
ing Pre-war to Post-war ” (10.30 a.m.— 
12.15 p.m.). In the afternoon there 
will be a choice of four tours: (1) to Cal- 
verton lliery, a modern all-electric 
mine; (2) to Southwell Minster; (3) to 
Boots’ factory at Beeston; and (4) a 
series of flights, each of one hour’s dura- 
tion, over the area of the Notts, Derby 
and Lincoln Society (2.45 p.m.—5. 30 
p.m.). 

Alternatively, there have been planned }: 
two whole-day tours: (1) to Lincoln and 
(2) to Haddon Hall (9.45 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 

In the evening the Conference Dinner 
will be held at the University (8 p.m.). 


Saturday, July 2. A series of three 
alternative tours has been aa: for the 
morning: (1) to Newstead Abbey; (2) to 
the Nottingham housing estates; or 
(3) to buildings of note in Nottingham. 
In the afternoon, for those who are in- 
terested, Nottinghamshire are playing D 
Hampshire in the County Championship 
at Trent Bridge (12 noon). 


Condensation in Domestic Chimneys. 

The fifth of a series of digests sum- 
marising available information on 
selected building topics, issued by the 
Building Research Station, Garston, Wat- 
ford, Herts., deals with ‘“ Condensation 
in Domestic "Chimneys. pid 
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R.LB.A. 
Maintenance Scholarship 
ture 


in Architec. 


THE Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects offer for award in July, 1949, the 
following maintenance scholarship in 
architecture tenable from October, 
1949:—A fourth and fifth year main- 
tenance scholarship of £60 to enable a 
student who has passed the intermediate 
stage to complete an approved course at 
a school of architecture recognised for 
exemption from the R.I.B.A, final ex- 
amination. The scholarship is intended 
to enable a promising student, whose 
parents or guardians have not the neces- 
sary means, to complete the course at 
one of the schools of architecture 
recognised for exemption from the 
R.1.B.A, final examination. 

Particulars and forms of applica- 
tion may be obtained, free, from the 
secretary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, 
London, W.1. The "closing date for the 
receipt of applications is July 1, 1949. 


Membership. 
On Tuesday, May 3, 1949, the follow- 
ing members were elected:— 
As Hon. CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 
M. Roberto (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), W. W. 
Wurster, Dean of the Sch. of Arch. and Planning, 
Massachusetts Inst. of Technology (Massachusetts, 


U.S.A.). 
As FELLOws. 

R. L. Banks, M.C. (Rickmansworth), H. F. = 
moria, M.B.E., B.Arch. age Ceylon), H. 
Bunce, M.C. (Bexhill-on-Sea), H M. Casson, ALA, 
(London), E. B. Cumine (Shanghai, China), J. McD. 
Fairweather — — J. V. Gedge (Maj.), T.D. 
ore, = . G. Karanjgaokar CNeepur, India), 
H. L. Massey Pg i N.Z.), H 
(Birmingham), G. S. Pester (Preston, Leeahe 
Tagholm tigen” “C. R. Towle (Sydney, N. Swi 


As ASSOCIATES. 
H. Alcock (Bedford), W. yy (Huddersfield), 
= P. Alton (Birmingham), C. G. Andrews ifast), 
J. Arnold OD nr. Lowestoft), J. N. 
Ashwell i cwest Bridgford . H. Austin (London), 
E. J. Backhouse Cow. ey apne 
on-Avon), D. Bailey (Edgware), A. J r (York), 
— e-on-Sea), W. 7 
Fen ae . J. Barron (London), A 
(Sheffield), L. H. G. Belam (Croydon), H. E. Bell 
(Felnsiows), W.. A. Beli, Dip. a (Leeds) 
E. L. Bent (Lossiemouth), H " 
(London), D. we haristeidy. D. 
(Birmi , A. A. Blake (London), M- A 
(Miss) (London), E. Bligh bie no Ww. C. Bo 
(London), J. A. H. Box (London), G. wd 
(Osterley), P. W. G. Bradford Brat, D. J. Braine 
ay R. C. Brown Southers © hodesia). 
ttermoul (Middix.), J. F. Clarke (Wor- 
ama D G. oo ‘Colleton, J. W. 
(King’s Lynn), D. ‘ull (Bournemouth), A 
ag (Amberley), 3 Ss Dennis (London), R. P. 
Villiers (London), A. J. Dick (Tollerton), F. H. 
Elder (London), H. G. Evans Dip.Arch. eae 
(Halifax), J. M. ne (Miss) ee 
Fer (London), H Field (Middlx.), G. re Fox 
(Auc’ -* .Z.), e Francis (Miss), (Banstead), 
M. Garner Later O. Garry (London), 
= R. phe (Gt. Tees = . K. Gibson (Crossgar, 
. Ireland), R. Cc. Gibson-Henry (Belfast), 
& F. Goatley A ct BS, G. D. Gould (Newton 
~— J. Granger-Taylor, * Arch. (London), 


cu 


cae Gray =) ‘ Green (Exeter), 

Grey a > z Grisdale Dip. Arch. 

(Leet, (Leeds), G. G. nis (Bessels G., nr. 
veno: 


4 = Haiman Centon) F. L. Harding (Ipswich), 
Harries, B.Arch. (Hons.) (Wales), (Port 
Talbot, Glam), "HLF. Hepworth ag H. W 
Higginbotham lewport, Mon.), R. P. Hildebrand 
(London), J. Hill pacar . Down, N. 
Ireland), R. J. Holt ae a 
Arch. (Edin.); (Edinburgh), R. Hop a, (Bourne- 
mouth), D. R. Howell (Southampton), D. C. Howell 
aren Bip Kent), G Hehe —. 
H. G. Hunt, Arch. (Maidstone), W Irwin 
ee hued, Belfast), N. K. Jarvis borden), 
B. oe (London), A. Kench (Preston, 
Lancs), § Kershaw Oa, B  S. Key (Purley), 
T.-E. 5 . King (St. Leonards-on-Sea) 
a 7. La oe C. Lee Ciwesville, Monat, 
S. Africa), C. J. Levis, Dip. “Arch (Dublin), D ‘% 
Lichtensteiger (Vancouver, B.C.; Canada), D. 
Linden, A.A.Dip., A.M.T.P.I. (London), V . M. 
Lister (Miss) a Cc. mM, c % We yg 
Bay), E. G. Long (Bournemouth), S W. Mc 
Cready ag Co. pom we W. MacDonald 
(Glasgow), W. Arch. ( H. M. 
or eee ones . Antrim, N. Ireland), 
Bs a Cake} J. M. Mackinnon (Miss) 
(Paisie y), W. Manning (London), R. Marlow 
(Suva, Di WwW. B. Maxweil (Belfast), D. G. Middleton 
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(Herts), K. A. Morgan (Eastbourne), I. E. Morris 
(Northampton), P. A. Morris (Miss) (London). 

G. Newman (London), D. A. Norman (Mel- 
pourne), D. E. V. North (Newbury, Berks), J. H. 
Cambs), J. M 


Nunn (Waterbeach, C. . O'Dwyer 
(Dublin), K. B. O’Sullivan | gee re, Co 
Dublin), H. Parrish (London), J. Penson (Worcester), 
FE. E. Phillipson (Larne Harbour, Co. Antrim, N. 


Ireland), G. R. Pittman (London), T. G. Price, M.C., 
Dip.Arch. (Wales) (Newport, Mon.), F. L. Prichard 
(Liverpool), I. M. Purdy (Leicester), H. D. Quelch 
(S. Rhodesia). 

Ww. G. Raiker (Thorpe Bay), A. Raine (Sheffield)s 
J. H. Rendle (Walsall), A. J. Richmond (Keighley), 
JS. Rigler (Reading), W. H. L. D. Robbins (London), 
K. L. Robson (Littleover), A. J. Rowsell (Aldershot), 
R. J. Roycroft (Belfast), C. S. Russell (Coventry), 
R. S. G. Scott (London), D. W. Sharpe (Roade, nr. 
Northampton), H. D. Sinclair (Miss) (London), 
D. G. Smith (London), J. L. F. Smith, M.C. (East- 
bourne), M. G. Snell (Miss), Dip. . (London), 
J. G. Sowerby (West Hartlepool), C. G. A. Steele 
(Edinburgh), P. J. Summersgill (London), B. A. 
Sunavala (London), J. Sutherland, Dip.Arch.(Edin.), 
(Edinburgh), R. W. Sutton (Norwich), E. C. 
Sweetman (London). 


D. Tavill (Prestwich, Lancs), H. Taylor (Edin- 
burgh), D. A. Thomson (Shaw, ), P. K. Th 
(Miss) (London), G. F. Turner, B.Arch(Hons.), 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne), E. ist (Mrs.) (Hertford 
h), D. E. Twohig (Sutton Coldfield), J. J. M. 
W. J. Viner (Lewes), 
J. V. J. Vivian (Bedford), A. J. A. Wallwork (Bowdon 
Vale, Cheshire), I. Warner (Ilford), G. A. Waters 
(Tonbridge), C. Weeks (Beeston, Notts), H. Wein- 
reich (London), H. Wilcox (Walsall), F. W. Wilson 
(Orpington), A. Yates (Preston, Lancs), J. K. Young, 
Dip.Arch. (Dundee) (Dundee). 

As LICENTIATES 

A. K. Adam (London), J. H. Bradford (Major 
R.E.) (Bristol), C. G. Coulbeck (Halifax), S. L. Jack 
(Carlisie), J. L. Masek (Ilford), W. P. Mullins 
(London), P. Nelson (Northampton), W. R. P. 
Price (Shrewsbury), N. Ross (Edimburgh), J. A. 
Russell (Bishops Stortford, Herts), C. P. Salmon 
(Middx.), R. K. A. Still (Lewes), L. R. Tarrant 
(Middx.), K, Travis (Bletchley, Bucks). 4. Ward 
(Birstall, nr. Leicester), 


ARCHITECTS’; 
‘BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
Homes for the Elderly Envisaged 


Future plans for the provision of 
homes for the elderly were mentioned by 
Mr. MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., 
P.R.I.B.A., when he spoke on May 3 at 
the annual general meeting of the Archi- 
tects’ Benevolent Society. 

Following his re-election as President, 
Mr. Waterhouse said: 

“We had to spend a good deal more in 
1948 than in the portions year, both be- 
cause we have had more applications and 
because some of them have needed very 
substantial heip. Our object is to help 
those in need, and we do what we can for 
every case considered worthy of help. 
We often wish, however, we could give 
rather more than we do. If we had more 
money we could be even more useful. 

_ Our future policy includes the pro- 
vision of homes for the elderly, but this 
obviously will not be possible until we 
have collected enough money to provide 
and maintain them. If every architect on 
the Register and every architect’s assistant 
now employed, were to give £1 to the 
Society now, that would total well over 
£15,000; our present anxieties for funds 
would be over, and there would be a 
useful nucleus for future plans.” 

Relief was given by the Society in 105 
cases during the year, 16 of these being 
new applications; 25 were from architects 
or architects’ assistants, 64 from widows, 
and 16 on behalf of orphans. 

Subscriptions were rather less in total 
than in 1947, but the total of donations 
was larger, and the collecting boxes are 
now bringing in a useful amount from 
small contributions in office collections. 
It has been suggested that the example 
of one office might be followed, by charg- 
ing a penny in the box for each incoming 
Private call, and the appropriate charge 
for outgoing private calls. 

The Society has suffered a further loss 
of income from investments owing to the 
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conversion of its Railway Stock into 
British Transport Stock, which will pro- 
duce £30 a year less. £1,500 24 per cent. 
Treasury Stock was purchased during the 


. year out of the Society’s capital funds. 


By the end of the year, £803 18s. 3d. 
had been received in response to the 
Half-Crown Fund Christmas appeal made 
by the President, and further donations 
have brought the total up to £876 11s. 6d. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


The Lands Bill 


URING the report stage of the 
Lands Triounal Bili in the House of 
Lords, ViscOUNT SIMON moved a few 
clause providing that any _ person 
aggrieved by the determination of a 
cevelopment charge by the Central Land 
Board should be able to appeal within 
28 days to the Lands Tribunal. A great 
deal of feeling had been aroused, he 
said, because of the arbitrary and unfair 
way ir which the present system worked 
out under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947. A situation had arisen 
which had not been anticipated. If they 
wanted planning to succeed they must do 
it in a way which would carry the good- 
will of decent people in this country. It 
could not be right that what was, in fact, 
a great tax, should be demanded lawfully 
from members of the public without giv- 
ing them the slightest chance of under- 
standing how it was arrived at or why 
it was arrived at. They were simply 
told they must pay it and could have no 
information about it. 

THE LorD CHANCELLOR said _ the 
Government could not accept the clause, 
or anything like it. This was a small Bill 
dealing with procedure, but the Opposi- 
tion were tying such a big brick round 
the neck of this poor little kitten that 
if he had to choose between having the 
clause in the Bill or drowning the Bill, 
he would drown it. If the clause were 
carried delays would be worse than they 
were now. 

VISCOUNT SWINTON expressed profound 
dissatisfaction with the Lord Chancellor’s 
reply and said he had seldom heard a 
worse argument from a great lawyer. 

The new clause was carried against the 
Government by 68 votes to 22. 


The New Towns. 


Mr. Sparks asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning what new 
towns had so far been designated; what 
population each would contain; from 
which built up areas population would be 
attracted; and what stage of development 
had been reached in each case. 

Mr. E. M. Kine said that the follow- 
ing was a list of the New Towns which 
had so far been designated, together with 


their proposed population:—Aycliffe 
(10,000); Basildon (50,000); Crawley 
(50,000); Harlow (60,000); Hatfield 
(25,000); Hemel Hempstead (60,000); 


Peterlee (30,000); Stevenage (60,000); and 
Welwyn Garden City (36,500). - 

The seven New Towns in the south 
were designed to attract population from 
the congested areas of Greater London. 
Detailed arrangements for associating 
particular New Towns with particular 
congested areas were at present under 
consideration. Aycliffe would mainly 

rovide for people working in the neigh- 

ouring trading estate, and Peterlee for 
the mine workers in the neighbourhood, 
together with such other bay as 
would be desirable to produce a balanced 
community. 

As regards the last part of the ques- 
tion, it would be appreciated that the 
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early work of creating a New Town was- 
essentially that of surveying ground, pre- 
paring the plans and initiating basic ser- 
vices. Actual building had, however,. 
been begun by most of the older estab- 
lished Corporations. 


Housing Tenders. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the Minister 
of Health te what extent it was his prac- 
tice to approve housing tenders to local 
authorities which included sums payable 
in respect of work required for opening. 
ceremonies. 

Mr. BEVAN said it was not the practice 
to include work required for opening. 
ceremonies in housing specifications or 
tenders. 


OBITUARY 
Viscount Portal of Laverstoke 


WE regret to record the death, which, 
took place on May 6, of Viscount Portal 
of Laverstoke, Minister of Works and 
Planning, 1942-44. He was 64. 

Lord Portal will be widely missed in 
many spheres. Soldier, businessman, 
statesman, sportsman, a man of consider-- 
able wealth, part inherited but very largely 
earned, his interests were many. Lord’ 
Portal was a personality difficult at times. 
to understand. This was, perhaps, because 
he was a planner, forced to think ahead 
two or more years of the times. He was: 
easier for most to understand when he: 
put his keen and penetrating brain to 
work on current matters of fact. 

The building industry will remember 
him. with conflicting emotions. for the- 
great part he played, as Minister of 
Works, in the planning of the Temporary 
Housing Programme. Whoever may have- 
originated this programme, no one doubts. 
that Lord Portal’s energy and decisiveness. 
alone carried through its theoretical and 
many of its practical teething troubles. 
Ironically he had retired from his Min- 
istry before the first ‘“ Portal” was. 
erected in Greenwich. and he died as the 
programme of nearly 160,000 temporaries 
was being completed. 

Lord Portal did not please a large sec- 
tion of the industry by his stubborn atti- 
tude in over-riding the many objections 
voiced against the programme, but he 
well knew that however unpopular his. 
bungalow was in some quarters, it would 
be deservedly popular with those other- 
wise homeless families who were to live 
in them. He wistfully summed up his. 
attitude with the remark that the house 
was to have been called the “ Churchill” 
house. but that when it became unpopu- 
lar “it was quite rightly named after 
me.” 

It should be remembered, too, that it 
was Lord Portal who also initiated the 
experimental housing estate at Northolt, 
in a sincere attempt to analyse post-war. 
housing costs with particular reference to 
the. number of manhours involved in 
the many different operations, and using 
different materials. 

Beneath his rather feudal exterior Lord 
Portal was a soft-hearted and generous 
man who habitually hid his generosity 
under a cloak of secrecy. He believed 
that in planning the rapid and economic 
provision of homes after the war he was 
working for the people. And much of 
his life was devoted to working for the 
good of others. A man of many parts, 
his abounding energy flowed into all his 
thoughts and actions. He was never afraid’ 
to reach a decision, and all his decisions. 
evidenced his good intentions and his. 
feeling for what was right. 
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U.N. HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING 


Pile-Driving on East River 
From a Correspondent. 


STEAM-HAMMER blows of 26,000 foot- 
pounds pressure each are now driving 
piles deep into the earth bordering the 
East River from 42nd to 48th Street in 
New York’s Manhattan, where the per- 
manent headquarters of the United 
Nations will rise from. the filled-in area 
of what was cnce Turtle Bay. The work 
is proceeding under a 25,000,000 dollar 
contract between the U.N. and Fuller- 
Turner-Walsh-Slattery, Inc., which calls 
for the construction of the first unit, 
the Secretariat Building, and the founda- 
tions for the General Assembly and the 
meeting hall area containing the Council 
chambers and the conference rooms. 

The corporation comprises four con- 
struction companies: George A. Fuller 
Company, Turner Construction Com- 
pany, Walsh Construction Company, 
Slattery Contracting Company, Inc. 

The pile-driving is being done by the 
Walsh Construction Company, and, all 
told, 1,700 piles will be driven to rock 
to provide gg for the foundations 
of the General Assembly, the Meeting 
Hall, and a three-storey underground 
garage beneath the headquarters. Along 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, the 
piles will a footings for the sup- 
porting columns for the cover, or roof, 
over the Drive. This roof will com- 
pletely cover the southbound lanes of 
the Drive and cantilever over the outside 
northbound lanes which border the river. 

Traffic along the Drive is now being 
diverted while this work is in progress. 

The Drive. will be extended close to 
the water’s edge by New York City. 

The headquarters is being built on 
ground where the shore line from 44th 
to 48th Street formerly formed a small 
rock-bound cove, called Turtle Bay. 
Old Manhattan records state that a creek 
draining the southerly end of Central 
Park emptied into this bay. 

The rock formation at the U.N. site 
which formed the steep banks of the 
cove is of Manhattan schist, a coarse 
quartz-mica. This is the youngest of 
Manhattan rock strata and geologically 
speaking was laid down recently over the 
Inwood Limestone stratum, which in 
turn covers Fordham Gneiss. 

The cove is now filled in behind a rock- 
filled timber retaining wall, and may have 
to be dug out and replaced with earth 
before the piles can be sunk in this area. 
The exact nature of other parts of the 
site to be driven through will remain 
unknown until they are reached. 

The Secretariat Building will rest partly 
on bed rock and partly on concrete piers. 
The concrete piers are economical only 
to a depth of about 20 feet, hence the use 
of the steel pile-supported piers else- 
where. 

A 100-ton crane, with an 80-foot boom 
and a 90-foot lead, is being used to drive 
50,000 feet of 14-inch steel piling; the 
‘steam hammer suspended in the top of 
the load is driven by a 60-horsepower 
boiler. A smaller crane will sink 20,000 
feet of 8- and 12-inch piling. The piles 
are steel beams in the conventional H- 
shaped section. 

The piling is in lengths from 15 to 90 
feet and is driven to form groups of 
from 5 to 20 piles each. Each group 
is capped by concrete to form the foot- 
ing on which a column will rest. There 
will be two rows of these, totalling 110 
footings, along the Franklin D. Roose- 
velt Drive. Others will be sunk to vary- 
ing depths at intervals calculated to 
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support the foundations of the General 
Assembly, the garage and the Council 
Chambers and conference rooms, It is 
estimated that the job will be completed 
by late autumn. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
Congress Plans Second T.V.A. 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN has asked the U.S. 
Congress to set up in the U.S. Pacific 
Northwest area a natural resources pro- 
gramme similar to the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. In a special message to Con- 
gress on April 13 outlining his proposals 
for the Pacific Northwest, Mr. Tryman 
recommended consolidation of existing 
Federal activities in the States of Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Montana into a 
single agency called the Columbia Valley 
Administration. Mr. Truman declared 
that such a consolidation would provide 
a balanced programme for dams, irriga- 
tion works, power transmission lines and 
other facilities, as well as a workable 
plan for using these facilities for flood 
control, navigation, power generation and 
transmission, fish protection and other 
purposes. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, the 
President pointed out, has been “ spec- 
tacularly successful” in achieving a 
balanced use of resources by co-operating 
closely with other Federal agencies and 
with state and community organisations, 
thus contributing greatly to the growing 
prosperity of the Tennessee Valley region, 
in Southeastern United States. The 
waters of the Columbia River system, he 
added, second only to the Mississippi in 
the volume of flow, are capable of pro- 
ducing more than ten times as much 
electric power as they do now. 

“There are possibilities of reclairning 
many more acres of land by irrigation, as 
they may be needed,” he continued, “ in 
addition to the 4,000,000 acres now 
irrigated. More than 40 per cent. of 
the nation’s saw timber and many import- 
ant minerals, including 60 per cent. of our 
known: phosphate reserves, are in the 
region. Properly developed and con- 
served, the resources of the Columbia 
Valley region can furnish enormous bene- 
fits to the people living there and to the 
nation as a whole.” 

The President called attention to the 
fact that since the Columbia River rises 
in Canada, the Administration, by co- 
operating with Canadian agencies, could 
show the world “new ways of achieving 
mutual benefit through international 
programmes of resources development.” 


SCHOOL DESIGN 
IN U.S.A. 


.A PROGRAMME to undertake over-all 
studies of school building problems is 
being formulated by the American: In- 
stitute of Architects. The programme is 
the outcome of a report of the Insti- 
tute’s Committee on School Buildings, 
which recommends that architects take an 
active part, not only in planning build- 
ings, but also in the study of long-range 
school building programmes, the strategy 
and tactics of a multi-building ws wa 
and the programming of the physical 
facilities. necessary to meet educational 
requirements. 

The Institute reaffirms that such 
studies are a proper function of the archi- 
tect and should be considered as 
separate and in addition to the services 
customarily performed by the architect. 

The Committee found that codes and 
standards governing school building 
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design are constantly being made and 
revised by governmental and other 
agencies, but are often inflexible while 
in force. They tend, the report says, to 
prevent progress and discourage new 
thinking and new solutions and it js 
recommended that architects offer to 
set up joint committees with govern- 
mental agencies to establish codes and 
standards for maximum improvement and 
utility. 

The report also found that there is a 
dearth of information on the merits and 
demerits of new design techniques and the 
Institute’s Department of Education and 
Research will undertake to secure jin- 
formation from available sources on 


questions of fundamental concern to . 


architects and educators and make digests 
available to members and other inter- 
ested parties. 


HOUSING IN USS.A. 
810,000 Units Authorised 


PASSAGE of the long-range, low-rent 

urban and farm housing programme 
by the House of Representatives is 
generally predicted by observers follow- 
ing its overwhelming approval by the 
Senate on April 21. The Bill authorises 
construction of 810,000 housing units 
during the next six years. In addition, 
the measure provides for vast slum clear- 
ance and research to cut building costs. 
Housing units would be built at a rate 
of 135,000 annually, although the Pre- 
sident would be empowered to increase 
the rate to 200,000 units annually or cut 
it to 50,000. The Senate Bill authorises 
1,000,000,000 dollars in loans and 
500,000,000 dollars in grants for a five- 
year slum clearance programme under 
which the Federal Government would 
provide two dollars for each dollar local 
governments made available for the pur- 
pose. Research authorised by the Senate 
bill would be aimed at cutting building 
costs, improving methods and materials, 
standardising building costs, and keeping 
the President informed of the nation’s 
housing needs. 

After a series of public hearings on 
the housing proposal, the Senate Banking 
and Currency Committee urged enact- 
ment of the Bill, and reported: “ We must 
be prepared to build or rehabilitate an 
average of at least 1,300,000 non-farm 
dwelling units, and between 200,000 and 
300,000 farm units a year over the 12 
years, if substantial progress is to be 
made in bettering housing conditiens of 
American families.” In reporting the 
Bill for enactment, the Senate Commit- 
tee expressed belief that ‘the housing 
problem, while obviously national in 
scope, fundamentally is local. Therefore, 
the Committee held, first responsibility 
for solution rests with local committees. 


The Senate Committee’s report added: . 


“This Bill. therefore provides that 
Federal assistance for the clearance 
of siums and blighted areas shall be 
available only for projects where there 
has been a local determination, by the 
governing body of the community, that 
the project is needed and where the plans 


for such project are locally made and- 


locally approved. It therefore provides 
that Federal assistance for low-rent pub- 
lic housing shall be available only for 
projects where there has been a local 
determination, by the governing body 0 
the community, that such housing is re- 
quired in order to meét needs not being 
adequately met in that community by 
private enterprise, and where such pro- 
jects are locally initiated, locally de- 
veloped, and locally managed.” 
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LAW REPORTS 
War Damage Repair Contract 


KKinc’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE JUSTICE PRITCHARD. 


Spelman Bros. vy. H. P. F. Caterers Ltd. 


THIS was an action by Spelman Bros., 
of Eastern Avenue, Ilford, against the 
defendants, H. P. F. Caterers Ltd., of 
Margate, to recover the sum of £859 in 
respect of repairs to war damage to 
defendants’ property at Marine-terrace, 
Margate. = 

Defendants denied liability. ; 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
the claim was by two brothers, who were 
builders, for repairs to property at Mar- 
gate. The circumstances were these. 
In 1946 the defendant company owned 
property at Margate, which had been 
damaged. They were in a difficulty and 
could not pay for the repairs which were 
necessary. One of the directors of the 
defendants knew one of the plaintiffs, 
and saw him, and his lordship came to 
the conclusion that what happened then 
was this, that the plaintiffs did the work. 
The question was, what were the terms 
of ihe contract they arrived at? The 
defendants’ directors had sworn an affi- 
davit that the plaintiffs had undertaken 
to do the repairs and not Jook to the 
defendants for payment, but would wait 
for the War Damage Commission to 
pay. Was that the contract that was 
made? The War Damage Commission 
had refused to pay as no claim was made 
for one property, but for more than one 
property. The position was that the 
plaintiffs had done the work and unless 
they could establish a contract that the 
defendants were liable to pay plaintiffs 
they could not succeed. « Defendants 
said the plaintiffs must look to the War 
Damage Commission for payment. His 
lordship thought that was right. He 
found that at an interview the plaintiffs 
said they wanted work and that they 
were to be paid from funds in the control 
of the War Damage Commission. He 
was quite satisfied that the plaintiffs 
undertook to do the work and that the 
money would not be paid-until defend- 
ants received it. Plaintiffs did not find 
out what the position was before they 
started the work, though they had every 
opportunity of doing so. He thought the 


plaintiffs made a contract to do the work, 


and to be paid by the War Damage 
Commission in respect of the work. The 
defendants were entitled to judgment 
with costs. 


Compensation Claims’ 


KinG’s BENCH DIVISIONAL COURT. 


BEFORE THE LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE AND 
JUSTICES BIRKETT AND LYNSKEY. 


‘Executors of W. Sampson, deceased v. - 


Nottingham County Council. 

TuIs case came before the Court on 
a case stated by an official arbitrator on 
a claim by the executors of Mr. W. 
Sampson, against the Nottingham County 
Council for compensation for land at 
Ruddington, which they had acquired 
compulsorily under the Education Act, 
1944, 

The land was part of a field and the 
Council had been authorised to acquire 
it. The claimants claimed £124 as com- 
pensation. The official arbitrator found 
that the land was used for agricultural 
purposes, but that it would be of con- 
siderable value for building purposes be- 


fore the passing of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. As 
used for agricultural purposes its 


value was £17. Claimants argued 
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that they were entitled to 
as being the price it would have realised 
if sold in the open market at the date 
of the notice to treat. 

The Council’s case was that the land 
was worth only £17. 

The Lord Chief Justice in giving judg- 
ment said that the compensation had to 
be assessed under the Acquisition of 
Land (Assessment of Compensation) 
Act, 1919, but that the assessment had to 
be made with due regard to the novel 
and far-reaching provisions of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947. By 
section 12 of that Act any change in the 
use of land after the appointed day on 
which the Act came into force was a 
development for which permission was 
necessary. Here the notice to treat was 
after ied yp of the Act, but before the 
appointed day, and therefore section 55 
applied and the value of the land had 
to be assessed by reference to prices 
current immediately before January 7, 
1947. » By sub-section 3 of that section 
its value was restricted, and the value 
had to be fixed on the assumption that 
no development would be permitted. 
The section showed that, subject to the 
question of amenity value, the utmost 
compensation that could be obtained 
here was £17. He did not think that 
the amenity value arose in this case. 

Justices Birkett and Lynskey concurred. 

The case was remitted to the Arbitra- 
tor with the opinion. of the Court as 
expressed in the judgment. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for March 


THe Housing Progress Reports pre- 
sented to Parliament on May 6 by the 
Minister of Health and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland show that the number 
of permanent houses completed in Great 
Britain during March was, 20,160 com- 
pared with 16,655 in February. 

The number of temporary houses 
finished in March was 13 (compared with 
34 in February). Only 44 temporary 
houses now remain to be completed out 
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of the total programme of 157,289.. The 
number of houses (permanent and tem- 
porary) completed in March was, there- 
fore, 20,173 compared with 16,689 in 
February. 

_ The total number of houses completed 
is 635,677 (478,432 permanent and 157,245 
temporary). 

During March, homes were provided 
by new building, repair of uninhabitable 
houses, conversion and requisitioning for 
21,626 families, compared with 18,462 in 
February and 17,795 in January. This 
brings the total number of families re- 
housed by these methods under the post- 
war programme to 922,057. Excluding 
requisitioned houses, the number of addi- 
tional homes provided is 892,515. 


Housing Labour Force. 

The total labour force employed on the 
construction or repair of houses in Great 
Britain fell during quarter ended March 
from 527,200 to 522,500. There were 
217,700 men engaged on the construction 
of permanent houses and preparation of 
housing sites, compared with 220,900 at 
the end of December, and none on erec- 
tion of temporary houses, compared with 
500 at the end of December. 


Production of Building Materials. 











Quarter ended 
Mar. Dec. Sept. 
Cement (thous- 
ands of tons) ... 685 748 723 
Plasterboard 
(thousands of 
. yds.) dled 3,175 4,020 4,288 
Stoneware pipes 
and conduits 
(thousands of 
tons) oid 42.2 43.1 40.8 
Bricks (millions) 396 396 377 
Plaster gypseous 
(thousands of 
tons) divs 18.9 19.2 18.7 
Stocks of soft- 
wood timber 
(standards) -| *335,398 466,200 | 450,578 














* Represents estimate. 


CODES OF PRACTICE 
Daylight in Dwellings and Schools 


THE Codes of Practice Committee has 
now published, in final form, the interim 
Chapter I(A) of the Code of Functional 
Requirements of Buildings, entitled 
“ Daylight (Dwellings and Schools).” Jt 
was previously issued as a draft for com- 
ment, and has now been revised in the 
light of comment received. The informa- 
tion in this chapter should render valu- 
able assistance in the siting and planning 
of buildings, as the factors which mili- 
tate against good natural lighting have 
been carefully noted and their effects 
scientifically gauged. 

The chapter has been divided into three 
parts—Part 1, Definitions and Assump- 
tions; Part 2, Daylighting in Houses and 
Flats; Part 3, Daylighting in Schools. 
There are also three appendices. 

Part 1 defines the terms used, and 
points out that the term “ sky factor ” is 
now used ‘in the sense formerly repre- 
sented by “daylight factor.” this latter 
term now being reserved for the special 
case where an actual measurement is 
made which takes account of reflected 
daylight. For the purposes of this chapter 
the value of such reflected daylight is 
considered to be generally of little con- 
sequence. 

The achievement of a specified stan- 
dard of daylighting is governed by such 
factors as the size and shape of rooms, 
the size and positions of windows and 
any obstruction of direct. daylight b 
nearby buildings or overhanging bal- 
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conies. The effects of these factors may 
be determined, in respect of dwellings, 
from the information given in Part 2, 
which also sets out, in tabular form, re- 
commended minimum standards of day- 
lighting (sky factor, and daylight pene- 
tration and area) for rooms for various 


purposes. 

Part 3 deals similarly with the special 
requirements of schools, and mentions 
Seaive by artificial light in 

ifficult cases. 

Of the three appendices, A deals with 
the factors, other than the amount of 
light, which affect efficiency of vision; 
B with effects of site development—lay- 
out, etc., on daylighting; and C comprises 
a selected set of graded sky-factor tables 
reproduced with the permission of the 
Director of the National Physical Labora- 
tory from “The natural lighting of 
houses and flats, with graded daylight 
factor tables."* The term “daylight 
factor” is replaced by “sky factor” 
throughout. These tables give depth of 
penetration, half breadth of daylight area 
and daylight area, in relation to heights 
of window head from 2 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. 
(in 3 steps) and widths of window from 
3 ft. to 8 ft. (in 6 steps), for sky factors 
of 0.5, 1 and 2 per cent., and angles of 
obstruction of 0, 15, 20, 30, 45 and 60 
degrees. The figures given assume a loss 
of light of 20 per cent., due to its pass- 
ing through glass, and to the effect of 
dirt, but no allowance is made for losses 
from other causes, such as window bars, 
mullions, etc. : 

The chapter carries the usual warning 
that during the present abnormal condi- 
tions it may not be practicable to take 
full advantage of all the recommenda- 
tions in it. 

Copies of the Chapter may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 24- 
28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, price 5s., post 
free, reference CP3-Chapter I(A) (1949). 


Gas Cooking Installations in Schools. 

Tue Codes of Practice Committee have 
also issued, as a draft for comment, Code 
332.402, “Gas Cooking Installations 
(Schools),” prepared on their behalf by a 
Committee convened by the Institution of 
Gas Engineers. 

It deals principally with the selection 
and installation of gas cooking equipment 
for school kitchens designed to provide 
a meals service as laid down in S.R. and 
O. 1945, No. 345, “Education, England 
and Wales. Regulations prescribing 
standards for school premises, 1945.” 

Terms used in the Code are defined, 
points to be considered when planning 
a building are set out and a list of rele- 
vant British standards is included. 

The Code indicates that choice of 
equipment should be decided in collabora- 
tion with the gas undertaking since cook- 
ing appliances generally are obtainable in 
considerable variety as regards size, de- 
sign and finish. 

The Code is in draft form and subject, 
before publication in final form, to re- 
vision in the light of comments received. 
Comments, which are invited, should be 
submitted by June 13, 1949. Copies may 
be -obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W.1, price 2s., post free, proof refer- 
ence CP(B)848. 


Books Received. 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF DENMARK. (Lon- 
don: Architectural Press.) Price 12s. 6d. 

AIR CONDITIONING. By Herkimer and 
Herkimer. (London: Chapman and 
Hall.) Price 40s. 

* By T. Smith, M.A., F.Inst.P.,: F.R.S., and 
og i” Brown, published for the D.S.1.R. by 
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NATIONAL JOINT 
COUNCIL 


Annual Meeting 


AT the annual meeting of the National 

Joint Council for the Building In- 
dustry, Mr. W. H. Forsdike, C.B.E., was 
re-elected as chairman and Sir Luke 
Fawcett, O.B.E., was appointed vice- 
chairman. The joint secretaries were re- 
elected (Mr. I. Ernest Jones and Ald. 
Richard Coppock, C.B.E.) and appoint- 
ments were made to the various standing 
committees. - 

In connection with three of the notices 
upon which evidence had been heard at 
the previous meeting—namely, Labourers’ 
Rates, Night Gangs and Periodic Leave 
—the Council has sent reports to its 
adherent bodies for consideration with 
a view to ratification, and any outcome 
will be formally published when their 
answers are received. On other subjects 
decisions have been circulated to the 
following effect :— 

Public Holidays——To confirm with the 
recent change in the separate (four-party) 
Public Holidays Agreement, the record 
in National Working Rule 1(h) is ad- 
justed as from May 2, 1949, by omitting 
the phrase: “without deduction for 
administration’ and inserting: “ less the 
appropriate administrative charge.” 

Fabricated Gantries (Definition).—In 
relation to the existing provision of 
National Rule 3 applying to “ Tubular 
Scaffolders,” the following amended de- 
finition is issued for guidance: ‘‘ A fabri- 
cated gantry is that type of gantry where 
channel-irons, H-irons, angle-irons, , T- 
irons or similar types of materials are 
incorporated to form part of the con- 
struction.” 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 
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Mechanical _ Plant—Preparatory op 
Finishing Work.—As a National Varia. 
tion Amendment the following addition 
has .been made to the National Working 
Rules: “Operators of the types of 
mechanical plant covered by the provi. 
sions of National Working Rule 3 of this 
Joint Agreement may be employed, at 
plain-time rates, for half an hour before 
and half an hour after ordinary time 
where this is necessary for P aratory or 
finishing work, such as refuelling, firing. 
up, oiling round, getting out, starting up, 
banking down, checking over, cleaning 
out and parking the machine.” 

National Working Rule 6 (Travelling), 
—The Officers of the Council are to con- 
fer with Regional representatives in order 
to devise practical ways of removing or 
minimising the anomalies which have 
arisen from the difficulty of qualifying 
for expenses under National Working 
Rule 6A(2) (and the corresponding sec- 
tions of 6C) in consequence of cases 
where the existing “ district boundaries ’ 
involve abnormal distances or because 
of the absence, in some areas, of defined 
“ walking-time boundaries.” 


WATER SUPPLIES FOR 
‘ BUILDING 


Revision of London Charges 


REPRESENTATIONS. have been made by 
the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion with regard to the charges levied 
by the Metropolitan Water Board for 
building supplies. The Board have now 
announced, states L.M.B.A. Information 
Sheet No. 5/1949, that with effect from 
April 1, 1949, the rate of charge is re- 
duced from 7s. per £100 of the contract 
cost to 5s. per £100. At the same time 
the concessionary scale in respect of 
Housing Estates has been revised as 
follows:—On the first £50,000 of cost 
at Ss. per £100;. on the next £100,000 of 
cost at 3s. 1ld. per £100; and on the 
balance of the cost at 3s. 7d. per £100. 

The Board also state that arrangements 
are being made to include on their forms 
of application a reprint of the statutory 
provisions under which building sup- 
plies are afforded, together with full in- 
formation regarding the current rates 
and methods of charge (including the 
circumstances in which metered supplies 
may be considered) and the allowances 
from charges on cost basis in respect of 
decorative or iron or steel work not re- 
quiring the use of water. 

In the course of discussions between 


. the L.M.B.A. and the Board it has been 


emphasised that it is in contractors’ own 
interests that in making applications they 
should give particulars of the cost of all 
trades involved in the contract to enable 
allowances to be calculated in the fairest 
manner possible. It should be noted in 
this connection that the use of the word 
“* decorative ” in the Board’s Statute does 
not refer to painting work as such but to 
work of a decorative nature which does 
not require the use of water. 

In connection with the reductions men- 
tioned above, the Board have stated that 
they are prepared in the case of substan- 
tial contracts which are only partly com- 
pleted at the date of the ifmroduction 
of the revised scale of charges, to con- 
sider applications for revision of _ the 
charges in the light of the new scale. 


Builders’ Year Book. 
* The Federation of Master Builders 
(South Western Region) has issued it: 
Year Book for 1949, 
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** NEAR-RIPE ” LAND 
C. L. B.’s Further Concession 


JHE National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has received a letter 
fom the Central Land Board which 
states that the “ near-ripe ” concession is 
to be extended to builders who were 
building before the war but who had no 
pre-war development on which to base 
a “ near-ripe ” ration. 

The Board have now decided that pay- 
ments in respect of eligible land held by 
such builders may be made as follows :— 

For the first acre, 100 per cent. of the land’s 
development value. 

For the next four acres, 75 per cent. of the 
land's development value. 

For the next 10 acres, 50 per cent. of the land’s 
development value. 

For the next 85 acrés, 25 per cent. of the 
land’s development value. 

For all land after the first 100 acres, 10 per 
cent. of the land’s development value. 

Payments will be calculated by averag- 
ing the total development value of the 
firm’s claim or claims in respect of land 
which it held on the operative dates 
(January 7, 1947, and July 1, 1948) over 
the acreage of that land. If, in a given 
example, a builder is claiming on nine 
acres of such land with an aggregate de- 
velopment value of £1,800, his ration will 
be calculated on the average develop- 
ment value, i.e., £200 per acre. 

The scale of payments announced 
above is without prejudice to the pay- 
ments that may finally be made under the 
Treasury Scheme in respect of the land 
concerned. The Board’s letter to the 
National Federation states that the 
amount of the latter payments cannot now 
be anticipated, but it is the intention that 
it shall not be less than what is now an- 
nounced. 

The letter to the N.F.B.T.E. con- 
cludes by saying that any builder who is 
entitled to a standard “ near-ripe ” 
ration (i.e., on the basis of previous de- 
velopment), who would prefer the new 
method, may opt for it. 


LABOURERS’ WAGES 


New Rates Proposed 


"THE Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades 
Employers agreed on May 11 to 
a new method of calculating labourers’ 
wage rates, which will result in in- 
creases for labourers of Iid., 14d., oF 
lid. per hour according to _ the 
district. The changes are to be made in 
three steps—the first $d. on October 3, 
1949, the second $d. on February 6, 1950, 
and any balance on July 3, 1950. The 
rates for craftsmen remain unchanged. 
This decision followed a recommenda- 
tion of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry to its constituent 
organisations, that instead of the present 
system of calculating labourers’ rates at 
80 per cent. of the craftsmen’s rates, 
there should now be a fixed differential 
of 54d. It is this change which has made 
the adjustments necessary. The new 
trates, of course, will only become opera- 
tive if they are ratified by the constituent 
organisations generally. 

In London an official of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
pointed out that the labourers’ claim to 
the National Joint Council, first made in 
1947 and renewed last October, was for a 
differential of 3d. This would have in- 
volved increases of 34d. to 4d. an hour. 
The wages of most labourers at present 
were under £5 per week and in July next, 
if there is no substantial increase in the 
cost of living, their wages would be be- 
tween £4 19s. in rural areas and £5 10s. 
in the Inner London and Liverpool areas. 
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He went on to say that the ratification 
would affect some 450,000 labourers and 
thus would mean an increase in both the 
industry’s and the National wage bill of 
about £5 million a year (£2 million in 
October, £2 million in February, 1950, 
and a further £1 million in July, 1950). 
It was estimated that these changes would 
result in an increase in the price of an 
average house of about £5—£6. 

The Federation, he said, in coming to 
their decision had fully borne in mind 
the principles of the February, 1948, 
White Paper on Personal Incomes, Costs 
and Prices, and had noted the recent 
speech by the Prime Minister in which, 
in re-stating these principles, he had re- 
ferred to certain long-standing demands 
for increases. 

Having examined the Joint Council’s 
recommendations in the light of. National 
policy, this official said, his Federation 
had come to the conclusion that the 
labourers trade unions were justified in 
claiming that the existing method of cal- 
culating labourers’ rates at 80 per cent. 
of craftsmen’s rates had produced unfair 
results, chiefly because it had prevented 
the labourers from getting a full share 
of cost-of-living increases granted to the 
operatives as a whole. Another com- 
plaint of the unions had been that, 
whereas before the second World War 
the differential between craftsmen’s and 
labourers’ hourly wage rates had not ex- 
ceeded 44d. to 5d., and during the war 
labourers had equally participated with 
craftsmen in cost-of-living wage increases, 
the present differential was much more 
unfavourable—being as much as 7d. 
below craftsmen in the Inner London and 
Liverpool areas. 

The National Federation spokesman 
concluded by saying that his Council 
had also ratified two minor recommen- 
dations of the National Joint Council. 
The first will alter the night gang extra 
rate from 3d. to 4d. an hour; the other 
will reduce from four to three weeks the 
intervals between leaves (with fares paid) 
of men working from 40 to 60 miles 
from their bases 
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SOLVING BUILDING’ 
PROBLEMS 


Value of Collective Wisdom 


SPEAKING at a recent luncheon of No. 2 
Area of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, MR. NIGEL HANNEN, the 
President, referred to changes in the 
structure of the Association since the days 
of his grandfather, who was its first Presi- 
dent. It now had ten times as many 
members as it had had then, and with 
this growth the proportion of small firms 
had increased considerably. But that was 
no reason why the policy of service 
should be in any way altered: in order 
to serve the new membership it had 
organised the Association jnto areas, so 
that they could be in closer touch with 
local problems. 


Scattered over the country, went on Mr. 
Hannen, there were some 15,000,000 pro- 
perties, and all of them, from time to 
time, need maintenance and repairs. New 
buildings were being built on the widest 
variety of sites, from Central London to 
remote rural areas. These facts deter- 
mined the character of the building in- 
dustry and necessitated a large number 
of smaller management units. Moreover, 
market conditions decided what was the 
most efficient size of unit for particular 
types of work. The small unit existed 
because, in its own field, it could with- 
stand competition from other sized units. 


“The highly competitive nature of the 
industry,” continued the President, “ is 
the best safeguard of our serving the 
public efficiently, but competition must 
be fair, and pay proper regard to quality 
and to agreed standards of wages and con- 
ditions. It is to safeguard these standards 
that the L.M.B.A. exists. It takes all 
sorts of builders to make a true picture 
of the problems of the building industry, 
and it takes all sorts of builders to make 
an association.” 


ANGLO-AMERICAN 
PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL 
Builders’ Visit 
‘It is understood that the arrangements 
for the visit to the U.S.A. of a team from 
the Building Industry, under the auspices 
of the Anglo-American Council on Pro- 
ductivity, have now reached the point at 
which an early meeting will be held of 
the Joint Selection Committee compris- 
ing representatives of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, the Royal Inastitu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
the Federation of Associations of Special- 
ists and Sub-Contractors and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives. 


NEWS IN BRIEF * 


A 25th Anniversary. 


To mark the 25th anniversary of the 
firm of Messrs. L. Crossley, building con- 
tractors, of Chesterfield, employees have 
made a presentation of a gold pocket- 
watch to Mr. L. W. Crossley, the head of 
the firm. 


Working Rule Agreement. 

The 1949 edition of “The Working 
Rule Agreement for Building Trade 
Operatives in the London District” has 
now been published. Alterations made 
since the 1948 edition are marked with 
an asterisk. Copies, price 3d., plus 
postage, are obtainable from _ the 
L.M.B.A., 47, Bedford-square, .W.C.1. 


G* 
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Leybourne Rectory. 


The correct title of the firm of archi- z x 
tects for the new Rectory at Leybourne, A Steel Shuttering Appointment. 


illustrated and described in our issue of 
May 6, is Messrs. Sydney Tatchell, Son general manager of the steel shuttering 


and Partners, and not as published. 
Approved Heating Appliances. 


The Ministry of Health has issued a 


list of the heating appliances tested and 


approved by the Department of Scienti- 
fic and Industrial Research and by the 


Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
Swedish Visitors. 


The Federation of Master Builders, _ 
the 
Gothenburg Federation of Master Builders 
and showed them over various housing 
sites in London. By arrangement with the 
Ministry of Works, a visit was also paid 


May 11, entertained members of 


to the Field Test Unit of the Ministry at 
Thatched Barn. 


Golf Meetings. 
A meeting of the R.I.B.A. Golfing 
Society was held on April 20 


at Sunningdale Golf Club. The Sullivan 
Trophy was won by Mr. G. Felix Wilson 
with a score of 78-6, 72 net. The runner- 
up was Mr. A. H. Walker with a score 
of 80-5, 75 net. The afternoon 4-ball 
bogey competition was won by Messrs. 
F. W. Charity and H. L. Bloomfield with 
a score of 4 up. 

The Spring Meeting of the Building 
and Allied Trades Golfing Association 
took place over the two courses at Moor 
Park on April 26. There were 70 
entrants and the competitions resulted as 
follows :— Senior Singles, 1, G. H. Man- 
sell, 79-5, 74 net; 2, J. D. Parker, 83-8, 75 
net. Junior Singles, 1, A. Pitkin, 93-13, 
80 net; 2, F. S. Griffith, 95-14, 81 net. 
Scratch Prize, G. H. Mansell, 79 (decided 
to take the Ist Singles). R. T. Warren 
and R. K. May (tie) 82 (won by Mr. 
Warren on last 9 holes). Dyke Cup, 
G. H. Mansell, 74 net. Four Ball Four- 
some against bogey, 1, H. G. Milton and 
T. Rice, 4 up; 2, A. J. Stephen and A. W. 
Trigg. 3 up. Mr. F. Stanley Griffiths 
presided at the meeting. 


BUILDING UNDER 
CIRCULAR 92 
Luton Builders’ Achievement 


A RECENT SCHEME of houses erected at 
Luton by Messrs. H. C. Janes, Ltd., goes 
far to show that traditional house-build- 
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TRADE NEWS 


Mr. John Elliott has been appointed 


department of Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., 
the position previously held by the late 


Mr. G. F. Parry. 
An Appointment. 


The Kleine Company Limited, spec- 
ialists in reinforced hollow brick floor 
and roof -construction and reinforced 
concrete engineers, announce that Mr. 
S;. = Bramer, A.M.Inst.Struct.E., 
has assumed the position of managing 
director, and that Mr. Reginald John- 
ston, who has relinquished this position, 
retains the office of chairman and will 
continue to advise the company as tech- 
nical director. 

Soil Pipes and Rainwater Goods. 

A leaflet issued by.C. H. Coates Ltd., 
Davis-road, Surbiton, Surrey, describes 
the qualities of their pressed steel soil 
pipes and rainwater goods. Their pro- 
ducts are made from British mild steel 
of 14 G wall thickness and in all cases 
joints are welded. The manufacturers 
state that at a recent National Physical 
Laboratory test a sample pipe withstood 
a pressure of 1,400 Ib. per sq. in. before 
bursting. 


Roofing Exhibition in Scotland. 

The technical exhibitions organised 
in Scottish centres by D. Anderson and 
Son, Ltd., roofing contractors, of 
Stretford, Manchester, have been well 
attended. Particularly strong interest 
has been shown in the “ Thermo- 
steel” and ‘“Thermolok” systems of 
roof decking which have been exhibited 
for the first time in Scotland. The exhi- 
bition will visit Inverness (May 17-19) 
before returning to Glasgow. 


Woodworking Machinery at B.L.F. 

W. T. Palmer and Co. (Leicester), Ltd., 
are showing on their stand (D, 231), at 
the Birmingham section of the B.I.F., the 
new “ Palmer Cross-Rip Saw,” which was 
designed to effect economies in the saw- 
ing operations in the construction of 
buildings, especially dwelling houses. 
Self-contained, the machine is_ powered 
by an air-cooled petrol engine which 
operates at low running costs. Being of 
light construction, it can be quickly dis- 
mantled and shifted. A simple adjust- 
ment transforms the machine from a 


ing, when carried out by builders of €X- cross-cut to a rip saw. 


perience, can compete in speed of erec- 
tion and in price with any other method. 


The scheme was undertaken under Cir- , 


cular 92 for Luton Town Council on a 
site at Farley Hill in the latter’s pos- 
session. There were 26 houses required and 
contract approval was given on June 3, 
1948, completion to be exactly 12 months 
later. In point of fact, the first completed 
house’ was handed over on July 31, and 
the whole 26 were handed over on March 
31, over two months under contract time. 
This can be put alongside the statement 
that the average time taken for building 
local authority houses is 14 months.’ The 
contract sum was £31,564 (£1,214 per 
house) and the value of the final account 
£31,684. The maximum labour force en- 
gaged at any one time was 35 and, with 
the exception of the pitch mastic floor- 
ing, all sub-trades were carried out by 
the firm. The construction was 11-in. 
cavity external and party walls, faced in 
rustic flettons, roofs being covered with 
concrete interlocking tiles. 

Messrs. Janes inform us that the con- 
tract price was £106 less per house than 
for comparable houses on the same site to 
the Council’s own design. 
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Council Offices, West Hill. 


| Romanby. 
4 ton. Dep. £2 2s 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Fifeshire.—C.C., at a site at Keuneway, from 
plans by their own architects, County-bidgs., 
St. Catherine-st., Cupar, to erect a new build. 
ing at £65,000. . 

Glasgow.—Housing scheme to be erected at 
Curtis-st. by the Scottish Veterans’ Garden 
City Association, Ltd. (Glasgow Area), United 
Kingdom-bldgs., 124, St. Vincent-st., Glaszow, 
from plans by their own architects.—Corpora. 
tion to erect housing scheme at Priesthil), for 
which the architect is Mr. G. Jury, 20, Tron. 
gate, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow.—New garages 
and offices are to be erected for Campbel] 
Greengrass, Advance, at Shieldhall-rd., Lint. 
house, for which the architect is Mr. James 
Carruthers, 1396, Pollockshaw-rd., Glasgow, S.— 
Messrs. Ross’s Dairies, Ltd., Provinces, and 
Dunbarton-rd., Glasgow, are to carry out addi. 
tions and alterations, etc., at Hope-st., from 
plans by their own architects. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions to be 
carried out at George-sq., for John Glendinning 
& Sons, Ltd., 20, West Campbell-st., from plans 
by own architects. 

Glasgow.—Houses to be erected at Yoker Hil). 
rd., Scotstoun, by John Lawrence (Glasgow), 
Ltd., Builders and Contractors, 127, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, from plans by their own 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open win 
be found in the Advertisement pages oj this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number, 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer he person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 18. 
t*Bristol T.C.—Six shops with maisoneites 
over at Lawrence Weston. City A., Eagle House. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 4. 
t*Trowbridge U.D.C..—36 houses at Studley 
Green site. Pictor, Snailum & Huggins, Abbey- 
chbrs., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 19. 
+*Gateshead C.B.—220 houses and flats in two 
contracts at Wrekenton estate. Chief A., Muuai- 
cipal-bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. each contract. 
t*Lothingland R.D.C.—12 houses at 3 siies. 
o Council Offices, Rectory-rd., Lowestoft. Dep. 


2 2s. 
t*Surrey C.C.—Adaptations at Ricardo Lodge, 
Leopold-rd., Wimbledon. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Surrey C©.C.—School kitchen and dining- 
room, Glastonbury-rd. Sehoo], St. Helier. County 
A., County Hall. 

t*Surrey C.C.—New Primary School at Mans- 
field,rd., Hook. County A., County Hall, 
Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Surrey C.C.—Repairs and decorations at 
Brooklands House, Weybridge. County 
County Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 20. 
t*East Sussex C.C.—Erection of fire station at 
Heathfield. J. Catchpole (A.), County A. 
County Hall, wes. 
t*Southampton C.B.—224 houses at Millbrook 
and Harefield estates. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
Tenders by June 16. 
MAY 21. 
*Essex C.C.—New ablution and sanitary wing 
at Nazeing County Primary School. County A. 
(Cost about £5,000.) 
+*Essex C©.C.—New village hall at Theydon 
i (Cost about £1,635.) H. Conolly (F.), 


tTamworth R.D.C.—30 houses at Amington 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by June 11. 


: County ye 


MAY 23. 

Dartford R.D.C.—26 houses and bungalows a 
Saddlers Hall, Eynsford scheme. E. & §&.. 
Dep. £338. 
t*North Riding C.C.—2 houses at Neile-cl.. 
County A., County Hall, Northaller- 


+*Northumberland ©.C.—12 police houses at 


i County Constabulary Headquarters, The Kylins 


County A., County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1 
Dep. £2 2s. 


, MAY 24. 
+*Hendon B.C.—25 bungalows for aged people 
with recreation room and beiler house at Lay- 
field-rd. B.E. and S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
+*Northants C.C.—Canteens at 4 schools 


_ County A., County Hall, Northampton. 
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MAY 
Nuagentee R.D.C.—10 dwellings at P aaa la. 
estate. , Council Offices. Dep. £2 
Neweastle-on- Tyne Regional Trad Board. 
~Al terations to Nurses’ Home. Cordingley & 
Mcintyre (F. & A.), The College, Durham City. 
“Northumberiand C.C.—Primary School at 


Lonzbenton. County A., County Hall, New- 
custie-on-Tyne 1. Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 26. 
Blackpool C.B.—Staff quarters at Remand 
Home, Myerseough Hall, Brock, near Preston. 


A. Hamilton (A.),. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 

Tonbridge U.D.C.—Adaptation of 30 existing 
buildings at Somerhill to form 60 bungalows. 
E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 

Hartley Wintney R.D. Fs ~19 pairs of houses 
at Cove, nr. Farnborough. E. & 8S. Dep. £3 3s. 

+ Isle of Ely ©.C.—Dining-hall and dinner 
kitclien with external services at Wisbech Girls’ 
Hizh School, North Brink. County A., County 
Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. 

Widnes T.C.—82 dwellings at} Crow Wood 
estute. Boro’ A., Brendan House. Dep. £2 2s 


MAY 28. 
Enfield U.D.C.—4 houses &t Goat-la. E. & 
§.. 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
J i= 15 
. Albans T.C.—Two blocks of 7 garages at 
att onmill-la. estate. City E. & 8., 16, St. 
Peter’s-st. Dep. £1 1s. 

Wimborne R.D.C.—10 houses with site works, 
etc., at Colehill. Crickmay & Sons, 7, Church- 
st. Dep. £2 28 

Y Ww. 


Banbury R.D.C.—(1) 14 houses with contin- 
gent works; (2) 8 houses with contingent works ; 
(3) redecoration of exterior and parts of in- 
_ vx of Council Offices. A. Hunt, A. & &., 
Castle Wharf. Dep. £2 2s 

Beckenham a_Reneizs to 22 properties at 
Law . Park and Kent House Wards. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2. 

Bucklow R.D.C.—50 houses at Carrington. T. 
Cocker, architect, 7, Market-st., Altrincham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Cambridge T.C.—Alterations to corridors at 
Coler ridge Secondary Modern School, Radegiend- 
rd. B.E. & S., Guildhall. Dep. £3 3s. 

ba key ~ R.D.C.—4 houses at West Hoathly. 
E. Rural Council Offices, Boltro-rd., Hay- 
wards Meet Dep. £2 2s. 

Ki ngubrid e R.D.C.—Three pair blocks of 
houses at ingston. H. Parsons, architect, 
Council Offices, Manor House. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 31. 

*Ardieigh (Essex).—Packing station extension 
at Foxash for Land Settlement Association, 
Lid., 43, Cromwell-rd.. London, 8.W.7. R. T. 
Clarke, Controller of Works. 


Colne Vailey Sewerage Board.—Administrative 


and maintenance buildings with roads and 
drainage at Maple Lodge, Rickmansworth. 
Sandford, Fawcett & Partners, 53, Victoria-st.. 


A (above date is for return of application 
orms). 

_t*Horbury U.D.C.—52 houses at Manor Fields 
site. H. Senior, Cl. Dep. £3 3s. 

+ Neweastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Alterations and extensions to existing 
building at Shotley Bridge Hospital. Cackett, 
Burns Dick & MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl. 


JUNE 1. 
es U.D.C.—38 houses at ne rd. site. 
E , Council Offices. Dep. £ 


JUNE 2. 
Liverpool T.C.—23 houses at 8 - 
and Director of Housing. Dep. £2 2s 


ae A. 


JUNE 3. 
t*Bristol T.C.—New Primary School at New 
— — -rd. City A., Eagle House, Colston-av. 
ey 
*Coine and Chippenham R.D.C.—16 houses 
with site works at Box, Wilts. Edwards & 
Webster, 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 


“Tamworth T.C.—48 houses, Fazeley-rd. site. 
- Bruce Smith, B.E. & S. 


JUNE 4. 

‘Colchester T.C.—64 eth at Shrub End site 
and 12 houses at Barn Hall site. B. & Water 
E.. 64, West Stockwell-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Wycombe R.D.C.—12 bungalows at Frieth 
estate. J. M. Smith (F.), 100, Easton-st., High 
Wycombe. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 6. 

*Cariton U.D.C.—10 bungalows at Valley-rd. 

site. R & §., Council House, Burton-rd. Dep. 


£2 
JUNE 7. 

“Finchley T.C.—(a) Decorations and minor 
repairs to schools; (b) reconstruction and 
mpair of playgrounds; (c) construction of con- 
veniences at Glebe Land, Summers- _ B.E. & 
8., 294.206, Regent’s Park Rd., N.3 


JUNE 8. 
eccles T.0.—24 bungalows at various sites. 
Housing §., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 
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sterfield R.D.C.—8 houses at 2 
E. ¢ +0 Rural Council House, Saltergate. 
£2 2s. 


JUNE 13. 

*Gravesend T.C.—53 houses at Parrock Farm 
estate. B.E. & S., 6. Woodville-ter. Dep. 
Ty 

*Huntingdon C.C.—Alterations and additions 
at “Chestnuts,” West-st.. Godmanchester. 
County A.. County-bldgs. 


JUNE 14. 
Matlock e. » C.—15 pairs of houses at Hurst 


sites. 
Dep. 


Farm site. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
_*Salop aie pairs of houses at Vineyard 
site, Wellington. County A., 5, Belmont, Shrews- 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 20, 
“Bournemouth C.B.—Conversion of Shelley 
Park-bldgs. for educational purposes. Boro’ A., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
JUNE 28. 
*iMford T.C.—38 flats at Beehive-la. B.E. & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 27. 
“Bromley T.C.—Decoration 
Chislehurst- rd. — 


and repair at 41, 


Bognor Regis U.DC—E aw S. (Materials). 


MAY 30. 


*Harrow U.D.C.— External repairs to and 


painting of houses. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

*Wimbledon B.C.— External painting of public 
hall and town hall. B.E. & 8. Dep. £1 Is. 


MAY 31. 
+*Grantham T.C.—T.C. (Materials). 
UNE 7. 
*Ha den U. je: RO decoration of 
theatre and stage at Harpenden Hal). E. & §., 
Harpenden Hall. Dep. £1 ls. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 18. 
+Bilston T.C.—Roads and sewers at Mount- 
ford estate. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 
t*Trowbridge U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Studley Green site. Pictor Snailum & Hug- 
gings, Abbey-chbrs., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 


MA 23. 
artford R.D.C. we and sewers at 
saddlere Hall, Eynsford scheme. E. & § 


MAY 24. 
C.B.—Roads and sewers at Park 


Reading 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Farm (No. 3) site. 
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MAY 27. 
*ilford T.C.—Road a sy works at Fel- 


stead estate (Part 2). B Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Me ae U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads 
S. & &. 


JUNE 1. 

Clacton U.D.C.—Laying approx. 2,810 yds. of 
15-in. spun-iron water main, etc. Water Dept. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 3. 

Bognor Regis U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Carlton estate. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 4. 

Ryde T.C.—Pitching pe resurfacing of roads 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Walton and Weybridge U.D. sage we 


sewers at Longmore Farm site 
Walton-on-Thames. 
JUNE 6. 
*Wokingham R.D.C.—Reinforced concrete 
reservoir at Bowsey Hill. Edwin A. Hoskins, 


M.J.Mun.E., Eng. & Waterworks Manager. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JUNE 11. ’ : 

*North Kesteven R.D.C.—Construction of pipe 
sewers, manholes, etc., at North Hykeham and 
Waddington. C., Council Offices, 31, Clasket- 
gate, Lincoln. sr £5. 

NE 15. 


Samford R.D. ey aying of spun-iron pipes, 
etc., at 4 parishes. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley. 


Artillery House, Artillery-row, S.W.1. Dep. £5. 
JUNE 18. 

*St. Auatell R.D. ae of Mawgan 
and — water scheme. J. Goodwin, 
B.S , High Cross-st., St. pail Dep. 
£3 3s. 

JUNE 29. 

Northa R.D.C.—Sewerage scheme at 
Billing. R. J. Miller, 8., Council Offices, 1, 
Cheyne-wall. Dep. £2 2s. 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 

(LONDON) 


Bexley.—Fats.—B.C. propose 138 flats at 
John Newton Court, vee he Boro’ A., Mr. 
J. H. Platts, A.R.IB.A., Council Offices. 
Broadway, Bexley. 

Bexley.—Sem- DETACHED Hovses.—B.C propose 
erection of 86 semi-detached houses on the 
Glenmore estate, south of Swingate-la., for 
which the Boro’ A. Ter, 2. H. Platts, 
A.R.LB.A., Council Offices, Broadway, Bexley, 
has prepared plans. 

Bexley.—Semi-peTacHED Hovuses.—Mr. J. N. H. 
Platts, A.R.I.B.A., Boro’ A., Council Offices, 
Broadway, Bexley, has prepared plans for 120 
semi-detached houses at Halcot. 

Dagenham.—F.ats.—Consent has been given 
by Essex C.C. to use of land at High-rd., Wood- 


lands-av. and Whalebone-la. South (Stanley- -av./ 
oar -av.), for erection of three-storey flats. 
Mr. P. R. Prop, Civic Centre, Dagenham. 


"ie Barnet.—F Lats. —Housing Committee 
approved erection of further 3 flats at Colney 


Hatch- wi for which Mr. . Smith. 
A.R.LI Council’s architect, Municipal 
omen <i has prepared plans. 


approved loan 


Hampstead.—HovusinG.—L.C.C. 
72-116, 


of £15,250 for housing purposes at Nos. 
Broadhurst-gdns. 

Hampstead.—Hovsinc.—L.C.C. has approved 
loan of £99,000 for development of la at 
Nos. 61-95 and 113-138, Broadhurst-gdns. for 
housing purposes. 

St. Marylebone.—Avction Rooms, Stor, ETC.— 
Consent has been given for the erection of a 
three-storey building comprising auction reoms, 
store, public-house, doctor’s fiat and rk te 
at 28-46, Lisson- -gr. Mr. C. J. Epril, F.R.1.B.A., 
and Partners, 55, Pall Mall, S.W.1, are the archi- 
tects. 

Stepney.—F.ats.—Housing Comm. approved 
proposal to erect 50 flats on site bounded by 
Hanton-st., ‘Woodseer- st., Spital-st. and Buxton- 
st. Boro’ & S., Mr. A. Hudson, A.M.LC.E., 
Borough Offices, Duval- st., E.1. 

Streatham.—Factory EXxTENsIon.—L. e C. has 


approved extension to Messrs, 8. Cow's 
factory, Streatham Common. 
Woolwich.—Cuare..—New chapel at Slade. 


Plumstead, proposed by the Chapel Trustees of 
the diocese of Southwark. The Presbytery. 
Catholic Church, Plumstead. 
wich.—Orrrice Buitpincs.—Mr. Gordon 
Jeeves, F.R.I.B.A., 61, Catherine-p]., S.W.1, 1s 
the architect for proposed Government office 
buildings, Wellington-st. 
Woolwich.—Dwe.iincs.—Minister of Health 
has approved the erection of 264 traditional 
type dustings on the Coldharbour estate. red 


E., Mr . Gimson, B.Sc. (Eng.), M.1.C 
Town Hall, 8.E.18. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Amblecote.—U.D.C. approved ;econstruction 
and extensions to glass works for Thomas Webb 
& Corbett, Ltd. 

Ashbourne.—R.D.C. 
Biggin-by-Hartington. 


propose 17 houses at 
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ange ty A ON E.C. propose 
extensions, C.E hools; nursery 
sch. at ore st., Waterloo. 

Bakewell.—U.D.C. propose extensions to cattle 
market ; 2 houses, Moorhall estate 

Bangor (North Wales).—T.C. propose block 
of offices, and flats at Glynne-rd. Plans by 
C. Richards, C. 

Bellingham (Northumberland). —R.D.C. to 
build 10 three-bedroomed and 18 two-bedroomed 
houses on Bellingham Rectory site. 

Birmingham.—Rev. Canon A. H. Tilt, St. 
Andrew’s, Barnt Green, proposes —— 
of church and extensions church hall, £20,000. 

Blackburn.—T.C. propose 200 ‘idditional 
— Shorrock-la. site; 1,000 houses at Shads- 
worth. 

Biackwell.—Messrs. Ind., Coope & Allsopp pro- 
pose hotel at Blackwell, Darlington, at 
£100,000. Mr. J. J. Calder, a director, is re- 
sponsible ix project. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved extensions to factory, 
Edith-st., for Crosses & Winkworth, Ltd.—T.C 
(eeeeee & development 28-acre site for housing off 

isbeck 

Bury. ay O.W. propose telephone exchange off 
Union-sq., Union-st. and Cross-st., for P.M.G. 
—T.C. received approval for conversion of first- 
aid post at Huntley Mount for maternity and 
child welfare centre. 

Cambridge.—T.C. have permission to erect a 
further 250 houses between now and end of 
year. 

Canvey.—U.D.C. propose 218 dwellings on 
Long-rd. site for £262,166. M.H. approval is 
being sought. 

hesterfield.—T.C. propose extensions to cattle 
market; erection of 18 flats. Highfield-rd. 

Coventry.—Fire Brigade Comm, propose ex- 
tensions to central] fire station. Work to start 
in autumn.—Gas Comm. propose new water- 
cooling tower at Foleshill gasworks.—A loan of 
£202,000 is needed for permanent rebuilding of 
Broadgate area. 

Coventry.—Owen, Owen (Coventry), Ltd., 
Trinity House, propose rebuilding departmental 
stores on Broadgate.—E.C. propose sec. sch. 
= Keresley-rd., Copthorne-rd. and Kelmscote- 
r 

Darlington.—E.C. to erect three prim. schs. 
next year. 

Darwen.—T.C. to apply for £23,000 loan for 
12 houses, 6 bungalows at Redvers-rd. 


Daventry.—Community Association propose 
community hall off North-st. at £20,000. 
Dundonald.—Belfast Corp. propose erecting 


6,000 houses near Dundonald in triangle between 
the Newtownards and Comber-rds. and extend. 
ing 4 Se $d Corner. 

East Moulscombe.—M.W. propose a factory. 

aly —U.D.C. planning erection of 14 houses 
for aged nr. Birchington-av., North Riding.— 
E.C. has reserved site nr. * Coast-rd., South 
Bank, for prim. schs. 

Freebridge.— —R.D.C. proposes four houses, 
Grimston ; four houses and four bungalows, Gt. 
Massingham ; four houses, Middleton; four at 
Pentney, and four bungalows, East Winch. 

Gateshead.—T.C. approved sketch plans by 
Chief A. (H. J. Cook) for alterations to ‘ * Beec h- 

wood,” “ Ashwood,” ‘‘ Elmwood” and“ Oak- 
wood,” for Welfare Comm., at £60,000.—Revised 
plagis and estimates at £15, 780 approved by 

for remodelling conveniences at Saltwell 
Park.—Layout plans for 244 houses at Wreken- 
ton have been submitted to M.H. 

Gwyrfai.—R.D.C. received permission to erect 
a factory in Nantile Valley; £50,000 loan ap- 
proved last year. 

Hagley.—Worcestershire E.C. propose addi- 
tional classrooms at county prim. sch. Plans 
by L. C.._ Lomas (F.), County A., 60, The 
Tything. Worcester. 

ebburn-on-Tyne.—Site for 148 houses being 
prepared Architects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 
ing-st., South Shields. 

Hexham.—Work to begin this summer on 
£12,000 restoration scheme for Hexham Abbey. 


Heywood.—T.C. approved extensions, Brook- 


field Mill, Gregge-st., for Brookfield Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd.; additions to Simpson Clough 
Mill for J. R. Crompton & Bros., Ltd., Elton 


Paper Mills, Bury; eg stores, Furness-av., 
for Heywood Industrial Co-op. Society, 
Bethel-st—T.C. to invite tenders for 36 houses 
and 8 bungalows on Back-o’-th’-Moor, Walton- 
st. and oy > -st.—T.C. propose adaptations to 
“Chamber House,” Rochdale-rd. East.—Lanca- 
shire E.C. propose nursery sch. at Peel-av. 

Howden.—R.D.C. propose 42_houses this year 
on sites at Batty-la., North Cave, Newport and 
Hotham. 

Hyde.—Licensing Justices approved altera- 
tions to Jolly Carter P.H., Clarendon-pl., for 
Gartsides’ Brookside Brewery Co., Ltd. Fred 
Thorpe & Whyman (F/A.), Barclays Bank- 
bidgs., Church-la., Oldham. 

lg yo ‘approved factory, Hard Ings- 

for Amalgamated Playing Card, Ltd.—T.C. 
dead allocation for 60 additional 
houses, 48 at Bracken Bank estate and 12 by 
private builders. 

Kent.—E.C. propose first part (1950) building 
programme as_ follows:—Three-class junior 
mixed and infants’ sch., Harting-rd., Motting- 
ham; six-class junior mixed and infants’ sch.. 
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Chelsfield; three additional classrooms, Chels- 
field county prim. sch.; infants’ sch., Green 
Street Green; junior mixed sch. (two depts.), 
Gray’s Farm, St. Paul’s Cray; junior mixed 
sch., Leeson’s-hill, St. Paul’s Cray; infants’ 
sch., Leeson’s-hill, St. Paul’s Cray ; junior mixed 
sch., Midfield-way, St. Paul’s Cray; infants’ 
sch., Midfield-way, St. Paul’s Cray; repair war 
damage, Chislehurst- Sidcup. county grammar 
sch. for girls; adaptations to Coopers, Chisle- 
hurst ; county sec. sch. for boys, St. Paul’s Cray; 
county sec. sch. for girls, St. Paul’s Cray; 
junior mixed sch., Worsley Bridge, Beckenham: 
additions, Beckenham county grammar sch, for 
girls; Beckenham Art Sch.; junior mixed sch. 
and infants’ sch. for Bickley and Widmore; 
infants’ seh., Southborough, Bromley ; Bromley 
Technical College, Second part draft programme 
includes: Infants’ sch., Redhill, Chislehurst; 
Chislehurst-Sidcup county grammar sch. for 
boys; stage two of Blackfen county sec. sch.; 

county technical sch. for boys, Orpington. Est. 
cost of programme £5.356,000. 

ee. approved 125 houses on Kinson 
estate. 

Lancaster.—T.C. allocated site on Ridge-la. 
estate for church.—Westfield Memoria] Village 
Trustees propose 8 additional houses at West- 
field Memorial Village. 

Lincoinshire.—Derbyshire Stone, Ltd., Bank 
House, The Bridge, Matlock, propose new works 


and plant. 

Liscard.—Rev. J. McNally, P.P. St. Alban’s, 
Mill-la., proposes prim. sch. Edmund Kirby & 
Son (F.), 5, Cook-st., Liverpool 2 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. is to build 12 houses and 
recreation room at Fordley. Plans by A. E. 
Sweetman, surveyor, Council Offices, Forest Hall, 
nr. Newcastle. 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. planning new ice rink, 
Manor Park estate, Longbenton. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved 10 houses at 
Myerscroft-cl., Moston, G. E. Cockin (L. D. 
Clegg, architect, Empire-chbrs., Queen-st., Old- 
ham); 34 houses, Arcadia-av. and get 
dr., Baguley, for Hillingdon Estates. Ltd., 
Peterborough-rd., Harrow, Middx ony ng 
Son & Knowles, ‘architects, 127, High-st., Rick- 
mansworth, Herts); warehouse {o foundry, 
Peircy-st., Ancoats, for Sykes & Harrison, Ltd. ; 
warehouse, 27-29, Stretford-rd., Hulme, for 
J. Davies & Son. Ltd. (Wheeler, 
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Wood & Hobson, architects. 26, King- 


st.); church, Verewood-walk, ‘Newell Green, 
Baguley. for Rev. A. Metcalfe (Halliday & 
Agate (F/F.), 14, John Dalton-st.); club and 


youth centre, Culcheth-la., Newton Heath, for 
J. A. Wrigley (Reynolds & Scott (F/A.), 9, 
Albert-sq.); building for Faculty of Medicine. 
York-pl., Livingstone-st. and March-st., Chor!- 
ton-on- Medlock, for Senate of Victoria Univer. 
tle of Manchester (J. W. Beaumont & Sons 
(F/F.), 53, Spring- os. )—E.C. propose 4 count 
colleges at £1,810,220 


Mansfield.—Nottinghamshire E.C. propose 
junior and nursery sch. on Ladybrook housing 
estate. E. W. Roberts (F.), County A., County 
Hall, Begg: ner oa 

Mark Drayton.—R.D.C. 
for 57 siiditionsl houses. 

M .—U.D.C. approved extensions to fac. 
tory at The Dimple for Tor Hosiery, Ltd.,; 
showroom, offices and stores at Bakewell-rd: 
ee W. Swain, ifs 

ddlesbrough.—T.P . Comm. approved plans 
ci Bars’ (J. A. Kenyon) for 316 houses, 4 
flats and 6 RRB and 138 houses on Thorn- 
tree estate; also plans by Thompson’s Enter- 
prises, Ltd., for cinema at Acklan-rd. South 
and Ullswater-av. 

Milltown (Iretand).—Mr. C. P. MacNamara, 
Acting Housing Architect, Dublin Corpn., has 
prepared layout plan for 364 houses at Milltown 
fringe. 

Newcastle.— Ministry 
factory nr. Sherburn, Co. Durham. Architect, 
C. 8S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —W. Dixon & Sons, 1, Coll- 
ingwood-st., Newcastle, are architects for pro- 
posed alterations to Benwell Social Club, Jones- 
st.—Maurice Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar-st., New- 
castle, has prepared plans for alterations to 
tailoring works, Westgate-rd., for Hantman & 
Son.—C. Solomon, St. Mary’ s-pl., Neweastle. is 
architect for alterations to 3, 4, ‘Higham- pl. for 
J. M. & J. Bartlett, Ltd., builders’ merchants.— 
Plans by R. Bowey & Son, Back Raby-st., New- 
castle (builders), for a foundry in Glasshouse- 
st. for British Engines, Ltd., have been ap- 
proved. 

cong eet .—City Coeett 7 build 40 
police houses. Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth- 
market, merce : 

Newcastle affs).—T.C, approved rebuilding 
Shakespeare Inn for Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton, 

, The Brewery, Burton-on-Trent; 16 flats, 
Brampton-rd., for Bramfield Estate Co. (Hollins, 
Jones & Oldacre (F/A.), Lloyds Bank-bldgs.) ; 
works at High Carr, Chesterton, for New Hi; zh 
Carr Colliery Co., Ltd—tT.C. propose 85 houses 
and 12 maisonettes at Clayton; Youth centres 
at Porthill House, The Grange und Bradwell 


estate. 
lierton.—U.D.C. 


seeking sanction 


Northa approved erection of 
26 “‘ Orlit”’ houses on Valley-rd. estate. 

Ormskirk.—U.D.C. propose developing Lax 
Field, Derby-st., for civic centre. 

Patna (Ayrshire).—Ayr C.C. agreed to provide 
site for 152 houses for miners. These are addi- 
tions to 50 houses previously proposed for this 
year’s programme. 

Poulton-le-Fylde.—150 to 160 houses are pro- 
posed on 1l4-acre site between Holt’s-la., Carr 
Head-la. and Garstang-rd. East, 

Prestwick.—12 houses are proposed for 
B.O.A.C. personnel. 

Radcliffe.—T.C. 
shop, Crow Oak 


approved engineering work- 
Works, for James Halstead, 
Ltd.; extensions to works, Haddock-st., for 
Mosley Thread Co., Lid.; alterations, Spring- la. 
Brewery, Bury-rd., tor Entwistle & Bacon, Ltd.; 
additions to factory, Ainsworth Bleachworks, 
for Vantona Textiles, Ltd.; additions, Ainsworth 
Mercerising Works, Architects’ Dept., Lanca- 
shire Cotton Corpn., Ltd.. Blackfriars House, 
The Parsonage, Manchester 3; additions, Canal 
Mill, for J. C. Hamer, Ltd.. Hove Mills.—T.C 
propose day nursery, Victoria-st. 

Rainford. ae », i sprepore 90 houses. rear of 
nn Villas. ther, architect, Skelmers 
ale 

Rothamsted (Herts). —Rothamsted Trustees 
propose oye 12th-century manor house 
at about £50 

Rotherham. OTC. approved welfare _ block, 
canteen, etc., to factory, Mill-la., for British 
Acheson Electrodes, Ltd. ; additions to fac ee ¥, 
Millmoor-la., for William Heaton & Co., Ltd.; 
rebuilding workshop, Station-rd., for bins 
Demery & Sons, Ltd.; connty prim. sch. at 
Broom Valley.—T.C. propose extensions, Techni- 
cal College, Eastwood-la. and Morpeth-st. 

Runcorn.—R.D.C. propose 50 -houses, Bridge- 
la. estate, Frodsham; 12 on Blakeless-Newton- 
rd., Kingsley, and 36 houses off Lodge-la., 
Halton. 

St. Albans.—5,000 houses are proposed in 
scheme to develop St. Albans to 60,000 pop. 
St. Margarets.—Housing Comm. is applying 
for sanction to borrow £26,120 for the erection 
of 20 houses, etc. 

Salford.—T.C. propose 16 houses, Gore-cres 
pane, at £17,600. 

Gnethendl—Aesoctated British Cinemas, Ltd., 
30, Golden-sq., London, W.1, propose cinema, 


restaurant and shops, Angel-st. and Bank-st.. 
Architects’ Dept., sie House, Broad- 
wick-st., London, W.1.—W. & G. W. Garratt, 


of Labour propose a. 
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Lid., 13, Low- tt. propose plating and fabricat- 


qng *works, Upper Allen-st., Brownell-st. and 
dJeric ho-st.—T. approved layout plans for 
neighbourhood unit No. 5 (Basegreen) for 


Handsworth-Woodhouse development scheme.— 
E.C. propose school, Greenhill Main-rd., Brad- 
way estate. 

Southend.—_M.H. authorised erection of 300 
additional houses during 1949. 

South Shields.—T.C. has been alldécated fur- 
ther 52 houses. Lt.-Col. — pas. Boro’ E. 
South Westmoriand. CC. pproved 10 
houses, Casterton. n tiddleton ay 1, Queen- 
st.. Lancaster. 
Stockport.—Stockport Cotton Doublers, Ltd., 
propose alterations to works, Newbridge-la. and 
Cromer-st.—Radcliffe & Taylor, Ltd., propose 


alterations to works, Shaw-rd ‘—Sainter Bros. 
pr pose alterations to works, Lincoln-st., 
ortweod. 

Stockton MHeath.—Conservative Association 


propose hall, Victoria-sq. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A. prepared plans for 
erection of branch library on Blue Hall recrea- 
tion ground for T.C. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—F. W. Turnbull, White 
House, Carlton, has prepared plans for 12 
houses at Berwick- -gr., Norton, for G. F. Walker 
& Son, builders, Junction-rd., Norton.—Marsh 

(Builders). Ltd., Stockton, to erect 8 houses 
in Middleham-rd. —Premier Dwellings, Ltd., to 
erect 24 houses in Hillcrest-av. and Waltham- 
ay. A plans by G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., 
Stockton. 

Stone.—R.D.C. propose 94 houses, Newport-rd.., 
Ecce leshall. —U.D.C. propose development 30-acre 
siie at Walton for 112 houses.—Staffordshire 
C.C. propose 6 houses. 

Stratton.—Village Hall Management Comm. 
ropes a new hall on Cheltenham-rd. at £5,000 
or Y 
Sunbury. —M.H. 
houses. 
Sunderiand.—T.C. has been allocated further 
300 houses for this year. J. E. Lewis, 27, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland, is Boro’ E.—Council 
obtained clearance for another 84 acres for 
housing at Pennywell. 

Sunderland.—Education Authority to proceed 
with building sec. sch. with dining-rooms at 
Thorney-close. Architects, S. W. Milburn & 
Partness, 9, The Esplanade, Sunderland. 

—T.C. to submit to Min. Trans- 
wl a £12, 555 plan for reshaping and widening 
Broadway, Tynemouth.—Thermal Syndicate Co., 
Ltd., Wallsend, are planning factory on West 
Chirton trading estate. 

Urmston.— -C. approved alterations to 
Roselea, Stamford. rd., for conversion to resi- 
dential ‘hostel for committee of Y.M.C.A., 56, 
Peter-st., Manchester 2; s.d. houses at Win- 
chester-rd., Davyhulme, for Hampson Bros., 
builders, Winchester-rd.. Davyhulme; s.d. bun- 
galows at Rock-rd. for Ed. Mayo, builder, 164, 
Flixton-rd. 

Warrington.—T.C. approved alterations, club 


has allocated 50 additional 


pocemeeee, Folly-la., for Bewsey Conservative 
uilding Comm. ; alterations, Cameo Cinema, 
Sankey-st., for Wharton Pictures, Ltd.; altera- 


tions, branch bank, 12, Buttermarket., for 

Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Gracechurch-st., London, 

E.C.3.—Housing Comm. approved 208 houses at 
approved automatic 


Orford. 
tele- 
Church-st. : 


Wa —U.D.C. 
phone exchange, 

West Riding.—E.C. are submitting £2,728,600 
provisional school building programme for 1950 
to M.E. for approval. 

‘ —— eo DL. approved ee and 

oard mills at_ paper works, Pool, for B. 

W. Whiteley. Lid ida 

Witham.—M.H. has allocated a further 45 
houses for this year, of which 24 will be of 
the Unity type. Nine are for private enter- 
prise erection. 

Workington.—James Leslie & Sons (Builders). 
Coach-rd., Whitehaven, propose detached and 
sd, bungalows on Laverock Hall estate. J. 
Saul, architect, National Provincial Bank-bldgs. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

= Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 


Adwick-le-Street.—30 houses, for U.D.C.: 
*Frank Haslam, Ltd., £36,110. 
Bargeddie.—New church buildings at. Muir- 
hall- i Gillespie, Kidd & Coia, architects, 
Waterloo-c hbrs., Wellington-st., Glasgow : 

*Thomas Stewart, Ltd., Lochleven-rd., Glasgow. 

Bexhill. —20 houses at Ninfield- rd., for T.C. 

B.E. & §.: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., 
Bristol- gdns., Brighton, £28,200 

Bolton.—Alterations and additions to works at 
Weston-st., Great Lever, for Winder & McKean, 
Ltd. Bradshaw Gass & Hope (FF.), 19, Silver: 
well-st.: *J. Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., 
Fairclough- st., Bolton. 

Bury.—22 houses at Redvales estate, for T.C. 
J. Chadwick, M.B.E.. A.M.Inst.C.£., 
Municipal Offices: *G. T. Hughes, 2, Coniston: 
dr., Bury, £13,588 (10); *T. Eaves, 163, 
cliffe New-rd., Whitefield, nr. Manchester, 
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£15,700 including £1,127 for special foundations 


(12). 

Carlisle—Improvement scheme at River 
Eden, for Eden Catchment Board. Engineer, 
ge Collins, Epworth House, Portland-pl., 
Penrith: *Dowsett ig I A Construction, 
Ltd., Richmond, Surrey, £132,504 

Castietown.—12 dwellings at School Hill site, 


By-pass-rd., for Town Commissioners. 
Quayle, 29, Athol-st., Douglas, I. of Man:— 
Housing Contracts, Ltd., Liverpool 1... £25,740 
R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool). Lid. 
Liverpool 9 23,155 
eg Housing Co., Lid.. Douglas... 21,750 
E. Thompson, Ouchan ... 19,258 
y R. Corbett, Ltd., Lake- la., Peel, 
Isle of Man ... : 8,768 


Chapel-en-le-Frith. —12 houses at Gacticton 
for R.D.C. Pendleton & Dickinson (L.). 
Brazennose-st., Manchester 2: tH. Haywood, 
Ltd., 354, Loxley- td., Sheffield, £16,642. 

Chester.—84 additional houses and two shops 
at Blacon estate, for T. C. Greenwood, 
MiInst.C.E. (L.), CS. ” Municipal- bidgs. : 
*Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., 84, Station- 
rd., Ellesmere Port, Ches, £102,356 and £4,066. 

Clackmannan.—Central kitchen at_ Tillicoul- 
try: *John Best (Edinburgh), Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Colchester.—12 houses at Shrub-end site, for 
T.C.: 10. H. Chaston & Co., Ltd., Holland-on- 
Sea. 


Dartington.—78 houses at Haughton North 
site, for T.C. A. E. Tornbohm, Boro’ A.: *Dar- 
lington Master Builders’ Association. 


Dewsbury.—80 houses at Thornhill estate, for 
T.C. R. R. Alexander (A.), Boro’ A.: *A. C. 
Smith, 519, Leeds-rd., builders (62); *J. W. 
Thornton, George-st., joiners; *Armitage & 
Sons, Ltd., Bradford-rd., builders and joiners 
(18); *A. Duffin, Halifax-rd., Staincliffe, 


plumbers (80).. (All of Dewsbury. ) 
Dudiey.—Two shops and two flats at Yew 
Tree Hill estate, for C.B. John T. Lewis (A.), 


Boro’ A. Quantities by Henry Vale & Sons, 
tag range *Wm. Lindley, Ltd., © Flood: 
Dudley, £5,735. 


"Glasgow.-—Dining dept. and kitchen, etc., at 
Kenning Park School, for Corporation. John 
MacNab, architect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow: 
*Cowieson, Ltd., Springburn, Glaszow. 

Glasgow.—Factory at Netherton-rd., Annies- 
land, for Ioco, Ltd.: *William Baird & Son, 
Ltd., Temple Ironworks, Glasgow. 

Li —80 dwellings at Hartsholme estate, 
for T.C. Architect: P. F. Burridge (F.), City 
Housing A.: *City Housing Architect’s Direct 











Unequaliled for waterproofing 
Cement Renderings and 


all Mass Concrete; also 
for waterproofing and 
dustproofing Concrete Floors. 


SOLD UNDER GUARANTEE 
from per gallon 5/- according to quantity 


SPECIAL PRICES FOR LARGE CONTRACTS 


GEORGE LILLINGTON 
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a Organisation, Stamp End, Lincoln, 
“dé 

GLondon (Admiralty).—Lossiemouth, R.N.AS., 
Surfacing to perimeter track, Wm. Briggs & 
H.M. 


Sons, Ltd., Bedford-rd., Aberdeen. 

{London iralty). —Portsmouth : 
Dockyard, Steelwork, industrial canteen, H. 
Young & Co., Ltd. ‘ Nine Elms Steelworks, Bur- 
well-rd., London, E.10. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended April 30:— 

Hot-water installation, F. G. Alden, Ltd., 
Oxford. Building work, S. Carfledge ‘& Son. 
Ltd., Grimsby; W. E. ‘Chivers & Sons, Ltd. 
Devizes, Wilts; John McLean (Builders), Ltd 
Coven, nr. Wolverhampton; Thos. Lowe & Sons, 
Ltd., London, W.6. Civil engineering work, 
w. J. Glossop, Ltd., Yorks. Erection of hutting. 
Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, 
Northants. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended May 7. 
Building work: Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Diss, 
Norfolk. Heating and hot water ’ installations : 
Edward Deane & Beal, Ltd., London, ' E.C.4 
Surfacing work: The Limmer & Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1. General 
maintenance work: F. B. Thackray & Co., Ltd., 
Huntingdon. Waterproofing hangar roofs: 
Decra Spray, Ltd., Welling, Kent. 

((M.0.w.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended Apri! 30:— 

London : Stanley-rd. School, Chiswick, Tempor- 
ary school bldgs., Geo Moss & , Ltd., Cran- 
leigh Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., Southall, 
Middlesex. Berks: Dideot, 30 houses with roads. 
paths and ex. services, Y. J. Lovell & Son, Lid., 
Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Cumber- 
land : Carlisle, Temporary sorting office, Thos. 
Armstrong, Ltd., Saw Mills, South-st., Cocker- 
mouth. Kent: Chislehurst C.M. School, Edge- 
bury-rd., Chislehurst, one. -room and kitchen, 
W. R. Oldham, Ltd., Upper Elmers End-rd.. 
Beckenham. p Pareor Bem Govan Telephone Ex: 
yin Alterations and additions, W. Simpson 

Lid., 62, Vicarfreld-st., Glasgow ; Ministr 
of Pensions, Motherwell, Limb-fitting centre, H. 
a Ltd., Gourock-st., Eglinton Toll, Glas- 

Lanes : Wyre-st., Kirkham & Wesham, 
Sentral kitchen, Arnold Ingham & Son ~~ 
Lid., Crescent Saw Mills, St. Anns-on Tele- 
phone House, Chapel-st., Salford, cateranl de- 
corations, Arthur Hogg, Ltd., Linn-st., Crump- 
sall, Manchester. Middz: Ministry of Pensions 
for Paraplegics, Osterley, Nurses’ home, Pitchers, 
Ltd., 57, Ashburton-gr., Hornsey Park, N.7; 
Alperton aa School, Wembley , Temporary 
school bldgs., Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., Law- 
rence House, St. Margaret’s-rd., ‘Pwickenham. 
Perthshire : Pitlochry, Employment Exchange, 
A. Kennedy & Son, Main-st., Pitlochry. 
Worcs: Ministry of Labour, Abbey Industrial 
Hostel, Birmingham-rd., Redditch, Iaterign and 


exterior decorations, Cornelius Green & Porter, 
26, Hagley-rd., Stourbridge, Worcs. 
London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 


placed by War Dept. for week ended April 50:— 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, James Taylor 
(Contractors), Ltd., Hull. Leics: Building work, 
E. Sherriff (Rearsby). Ltd., Leicester. Yorks: 
Miscellaneous work, W. & J. "Glossop, Ltd., York. 
Northumberland : Hutting & road work, Tate & 


Holmes, Ltd., Benwell Village, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Wilts: Road work, The Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Lid., Frome. London: Building 


work, H. Goodsell, Maidstone. 

Long Eaton.—12 bungalows at Draycott-rd., 
scheme No. 16a, Townside estate, for U.D.C. 
E., Town Hall: ’*F. Perks & Son, Ltd., Bridge- 
st.. Long Eaton. 

Middlesbrough.—56 houses at we ty estate, 


for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, B.E. “ae 
Rogers, 220, Stockton- rd., Middiesbrough, 
eg (34); *A. & R. Cubitt, 29, Eastbonrne- 


Middlesbrough, £26,319 (22). 

“a Seas Tyne.—22 houses at Bourn-av. 
and Fowberry-cres.: *Palmer & Wilson, Fow- 
berry-cres., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—Works for T.C._ J. W. 
Tonge, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S., Municipal 
Offices. Eight houses at Stafford-cres. and 
Marina-dr.: tDirect Labour, £2,436 (2); td. 
Willis, %, Heath-av. negotiated price (6). 

Orpington.—. Additions to Village Hall, Knock- 
holt. E. & S., Bark Hart, 46, Barkhart-rd.: 
*B. M. Miller, Biggin Hill, Kent, £1,038 

*Rochdale.—106 dwellings at Kirkholt estate, 
for C.B. W. H. G. Mercer, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E. 
*A. Cassel] & Sons, Ltd., 753, Teneriffe-st., Sal- 
ford 7. 

Scottish al Housing Assoc., Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed for period March 16 to April 14 :— 
Toryglen, Glasgow (19% Weir), Robert W. 
Stewart & Co., Ltd., 16, St. Enoch- sq., Glasgow, 
Scour drain. Logan House Site, Lugar (98 
Myton Clyde), Myton, Ltd., Mossend, Heel of 
pavement kerbs. Argyllshire, Peeblesshire, 
Perthshire, Kirkcudbright (96 Swedish timber), 
Modern Homes (Edinburgh), Ltd., 4, Melville- 
trades. | Redburn-rd., 


cres., Edinburgh, All 1 

Prestonpans (106 trad.), Shaw & Gibson, 9, 
North-st., David-st., Edinburgh, Plumber. 
Balvack, Aberdeenshire (1 trad.), Andrew 
McRobb, Ltd., Adelphi, Aberdeen, Plumber; 
Charles McDonald & Sons, Alford, Slater and 
roughcast; Anderson & Greig, 57, Jutest., 
Aberdeen, Plaster; J. F. Gray, 83, Bon-Accord- 
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st., Aberdeen, Glazier and painter. Strath- 
dearn (5 trad.), Strathnairn (7 trad.), Culloden 
(7 trad.), Farigaig (9 trad:), Glenurquhart (10 
trad.), Glenferness (7 trad.), Wm. Briggs & 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7563 (4 lines} 
Telegrams: ‘“EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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Sons, Lid., Bedford-rd., Aberdeen, Floor finish. 
Townhead oe *(100 Hilcon), Neuchatel 
Asphalte 28, Royal Exchange-sq., Glasgow, 
Floor finish.’ Cadder-rd., Glasgow (106 Weir), 
er Combe & Son, Ltd., 103, North Hanover- 
Glasgow, Pipe agging for water tower; W. 
a & Sons, Lid., 242, West George- st., 
Glasgow Painter (steel fencing). Fair Isle, Shet- 
land (4 trad.), Wm. Fraser, Freefield-rd., Ler- 
wick, All trades. Prestonpans (100 trad.), James 
Kilpatrick & Son, Ltd., Kelvin House, Paisley, 
Electrical. Balvack (1 trad.), Andrew Gray & 
Paterson, Kemnay, Carpenter and joiner. Sight 
hill, Edinburgh (2 Orlit), Scottish Orlit Co., 
Lid., 79, rge-st., Edinburgh, All trades. 
Dalneigh, Inverness. (26 trad.), Carron Co., 
Falkirk, Fireplaces. Amisfield Camp, Hadding- 
ton (timber huts), Seton Construction Co., Ltd., 
The Harbour, Port Seton, Drainage; Seton Con- 
struction ©Co., Ltd., The Harbour. Port Seton, 
Adaptation. | Parkhead So., Bishopbriggs % 
trad.), Kowallan-drive, Kilmarnock (4 trad 
Drumpellier-av., Coatbridge (6 trad.), _ Cairn 
rd., Airdrie (6 trad.). Semtex, Ltd., Kelvin- 
av., Hillington, Glasgow, Floor fishy 
(Deducted in error March, 1949—Report 


December, 1948) :— 
Falside, Bathgate, Park & Thomson (dis- 
So now N. Thomson), Cement screeding. 
mpton.—Woolston Florence-rd. tem- 
tRice & Son, 


ae, mgm for (.B. Boro’ A.: 


61, Millbrook- ‘rd., Southampton, £9,807. 


BROAD-ACHESON 








LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


for Partition & Cavity Walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON,.W.2. PADdington 9091 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 








Patent 


-aee,~ Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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South Sule Right me goers and | and Sala at Mars. 
den-rd., for T.C. B.E. : *R, 
Brown & Son, Lord-st., South stad £19,066. 
e-on-Trent.—Reconstruction of *Minton’s 
China Works, Stagé 1. Architects, Wood, Gold. 
straw & Yorath (AA.), Victoria-chbrs., Tun- 
stall, Stoke-on-Trent: *C. Cornes & Son, Ltd., 
Lichfield-st., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Stoke-on-Trent. struction of flint and 
stone mill for China & Earthenware Millers, 


Ltd., Fenton. Architects, Wood, Goldstraw & 
Yorath, Victoria-chbrs., Tunstall, Stoke- on- 
Trent: *A. J. Sammons, Anchor-ter., Long toa, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Reconstruction works for 
A. J. Wilkinson, Ltd., Royal Staffordshire 
Pottery, Burslem (stage 1). Architects. Woo d, 


Goldstraw & Yorath, Victoria-chbrs., Tunstall; 
Stoke-on-Trent: *C. Cornes & Son, Ltd., Lich- 
field-st., Hanley, ora Pg Trent. 
Stourbridge.— Works for T.C. G. N, Maynard 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S., The Council House. 140 
houses. and 20 bungalows at Norton estate: 


*Joseph Webb, Ivy House-la., Coseley,Staffs, 
£31,728 (24) (in lieu. of tender previously 
accepted); *Nathan Hyde, 6, COlaremont-ri., 
Sedgley, nr. Dudley, £163,101 (116 and 20). 
Stretford.—Works, for T.C.: Construction by 


restaurant and car park at. Northumberland-r 
mid xodfrey & Son, Ltd., £9,975 (subject ‘3 
M.H. approval). 

Sunderiand.—Adaptation of premises at 
Villiers-st., as factory for Jacksons The Tailors, 
Clayton- st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architects, 


Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne; *F. J. Hepple, Dunn-st., Newcastle. 
on-Tyne. 


Tynemouth.—Eight houses at East End of 
ge 3 Shields, for T.C. D. M. O’herlihy, B.E., 
Howard-st., North Shields: *Direct Labour. 

» Wallasey 16 houses at P.3 honang estate, 
for T.C. F Grundy, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., 
ee 2 me Leech & Co., 515, 
Moreton, Ches, £13,192. 

Warrington. —12 police houses various sites, 
for TO. J. 2. oo M.Inst.C.E., B.S., Muni- 
cipal-bldgs.: *H. — & Co. (Warringto n), 
Ltd., Ash-rd., Penketh, £9,675 (6); *Tomlinson 
a Neds > tag Orford, £6,358 (4); *C. A. Payne & 

Ltd., Quay Fold, Liverpool- rd., £3,187 (2) 
an of Warrington). 

West Lenepgnire— O dyeltings at Melling, 
for R.D.C.: & RR. W Ltd., Burscough, 
£29,839 Gubjeet to M.H. app proval). 

Wharfedale.—Four additional houses at Mill- 
croft estate, Poole, for A. Ashworth, 
S.: *Wrightson & Robinson, Harrowgate. 

Whitworth.—36 houses at Wallbank housing 
estate, for U.D.C. A. Brocklehurst & Co. (F.), 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Waterfoot, nr. , aoe, 
*C. H. Taylor, Green ‘ill House, Bacup, Lancs. 


Leasowe-rd., 
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